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KOTORI KOBAYASHI |, 


me itil 




























IT’S 
NS ALREADY 
JUNE, AND 
YOU/RE STILL 
THE ONLY 
FIRST-YEAR 
TO JOIN THE 



















SMILE AND 
[ NOD AT ME LIKE 


















YOU DON’T 
ff tS “f | KNOW WHAT 
o Z~A a I’M TALKING 
ff ABOUT, 






= > KOTORI. 








SECOND-YEAR AT EIE! | Mle ean 
PRIVATE HIGH SCHOOL | 25° 
MANABU AMACHI © " 













YEARS’ NAMES 
ON THE ROSTER, 
BUT THEY NEVER 

ACTUALLY 
SHOW UP. 


Fis] te [red | a [I | 
fas face fnas Fern) | 
LE) 


Seal (() |) Beal yal esa 
sa 4 . ai he 









HAVE IS THE 
PRESIDENT— 
















pe 


SST] nie a ANS at (tl Ss 
ea Wee ee) LE INTENTS AND 
ere Ke PURPOSES, 
“Ae 4 = YOU AND I ARE 
CURRENTLY THE 
ONLY MEMBERS 
OF EIEI HIGH 
SCHOOL’S 
MYSTERY 
APPRECIATION 
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ere {| 
























LAST MONTH, 
I HAD REASON 
TO BELIEVE 
WE MIGHT 
STILL GET 
APPLICANTS. 

















I 
THINK WE SHOULD 


RAINY SEASON’S 


STARTED... 











wilT’S LIKELY 
Hf THAT THEY’LL 
TAKE OUR CLUB 
ROOM AND 
PRESSURE US 
TO DISBAND. 
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CONTINUES 
TO HAVE 
FEWER 
THAN FIVE 


THEY HAVE 
SO FEW 
MEMBERS. (| | 





WERE ALL, 
“THERE’S 
NO POINT IN 
PANICKING [> 
\ ABOUT IT.” 
























YOU CAN 
JUST 
DO THAT 





















I MEAN, 













ON THE SURE 
| EEE MYSTERY’S D an CURVE 
SO FEW 
MEMBERS? 













THERE WILL 
ALWAYS BE 
SOMEONE WHO 
WANTS TO GET 
TOGETHER WITH 
LIKE-MINDED 
PEOPLE TO 
DEBATE 
THEORIES. 
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Wl iy, 







YEAH. 
AND UNLIKE 
IN THE GOOD 
OLD DAYS, 
MYSTERY IS 
DIVIDED INTO 
TOO MANY 
SUBGENRES 
NOW. 
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THAT’S TRUE. 
LIKE IN BALL 
SPORTS, 
JUST BECAUSE 
SOMEONE LIKES 

BASEBALL 


































y 
CAN’T BE 
SURE THAT FRE VERY 
THE FANS DIFFERENT. 


DOESN'T MEAN OF THE 
, DIFFERENT 
THEY'LL CARE 
GENRES 
ABOUT WILL GET 
CRICKET. 


ALONG. 
















AND 
THERE ARE 
SO MANY 
BOOKS 

EVEN BEING PUB- 

IF YOU DID LISHED. 4 

WANT TO READ | 

GENRES AND 
: AUTHORS 
see < (gy OUTSIDE 

. i , ae FAVORITES, 

THERE’S NOT 
A LOT OF 
TIME TO 

DO IT. 









MAYBE IF 
OUR CLUB 
PRESIDENT 
WAS A LITTLE... 
YOU KNOW. 


















































THEN I THINK 
WE MIGHT 
RAISE OUR 
CHANCES OF 
GETTING NEW 
MEMBERS. TT THIS 
SCHOOL— YOU 
CAN’T KEEP 
UP WITHOUT 
ACTUALLY 





STUDYING. 
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~ Nil 
| WHENEVER v 

I INTERVIEW | = 


POTENTIAL N Orr 
NEW MEMBERS, ‘i of! 


I SIT EXACTLY | : 
Ne WA | 
| =| WW TPR 
a SEE | ae Lp 


LIKE THIS. 
(7 y}, 


cient °.: as Se 3 | } | Nyy | 












A LITTLE 
ITwouLD __ ING... 
MAKE ME 
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YOU’RE 
JUST SO 
GUARDED— 
THE WAY 
ONTOP BP PEOPLE 
OF THAT, 

> THE WAY 


YOURE 
so BIG, YOUARCT. 








ee YOU HAVE 
| DANS IN JUDO ; 
\ 2 AND KENDO. 5 cece TING 
J IT ALMOST FEELS BIG AND 
LIKE A WASTE OF MY DAD INTIMIDAT- 
TALENT HAVING MAKES ME ING. 
WHY YOU IN THE PRACTICE 
DON’T MYSTERY MARTIAL 
YOU JUST CLUB. ARTS RE- 
CHOOSE A LENTLESSLY E 
DIFFERENT AT HOME. Stir 
CLUB? 3 


























































































































































































































































ENOUGH 
EXERCISE 
AT HOME. / 









BESIDES, 
THIS CLUB HAS BEEN 
AROUND FOR MORE 
THAN 20 YEARS. |b 
I’MNOT GOING GY 
TO LET IT DIE ON = 
MY WATCH. 















BUT BY NOW, 
ANYBODY WHO 
WANTS TO JOIN 
A CLUB ALREADY 













WHICH IS 
WHY, IF WE/RE 
GOING TO 





KEEP THIS 
Wet NE 
W rf 
IWHNAGA TO TO RESORT 
JOIN OUR TO DRASTIC 





MERSURES. 


wlED 

TO HER 
JOINING THE ~ Ris wpe SS 
_ MYSTERY A Sepia nm Uh SCHOOL, 
_ APPRECIA- i toe Ss - PRESIDENT | 
- TION CLUB. Te a 


























— a 












































Pie 


PO ay 
s - 


[WANAGA.WAS.A 


4 


HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT” — 


ce 


i ee 
, —— 
- wes a 


vey ANS S=_ eee ed | L 





KOTOKO. 


H 
H 
: 
i] 
iy 
6 


yr 
—_ 


CHAPTER-20: 





po 


IWANAGA- 
SANS 
APPEARANCE 
ATTRACTED 
ATTENTION AS 
EARLY AS THE 
NEW STUDENT 
ENTRANCE 
CEREMONY. 


NO ONE 
COULD 
BELIEVE 
SHE WAS 
ACTUALLY 
IN HIGH 
SCHOOL 
WITH THEM, 
BECAUSE 
SHE WAS 
SO SMALL. 


AND SO 
DAINTY. 


MY RIGHT EYE 
IS GLASS AND 

MY LEFT LEG IS A 

Yay, PROSTHETIC, SO I 

(oe 1 veveno HAVE BEEN GIVEN 

AS TO WHY . A Teoupie PERMISSION TO 
I HAVE A oe ) cincrion- USEA CANE 

FALSE EYE _f ee. 


AND LEG... 











EaRA 


JUST A MINOR 
INCIDENT WHEN 
I WAS IN 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL, 
















| THE NAME 
IWANAGA 



























y , COMES 

AND SHE : PRETTY 

MENTIONED WORD FAMOUS 

AN INCIDENT SPREAD FAMILY. 
FROM LIKE 
ELEMENTARY WILD- 
SCHOOL? , FIRE. 










ACCORD- 
ING TO THE 
RUMORS, 
SHE WAS 
KIDNAPPED 
WHEN SHE 
WAS ELEVEN 
YEARS OLD, 













CUT OFF. 







AND THEY 
SAY THE 
CASE WAS 

NEVER | 
SOLVED. eee” 
re 






















THAT’S PART 
OF WHY EVERYONE 
IN CLASS KEEPS 
THEIR DISTANCE, 
NO MATTER HOW 
MUCH THEY WANT 
TO TALK TO HER. 
















AND SURELY 
YOU'VE HEARD 
THINGS ABOUT 
IWANAGA-SAN 
FROM PEOPLE 

OTHER THAN 

ME. 











AND 
SHE SEEMS 
BRIGHT 
AND UPBEAT, 
TOO. 


REALLY CUTE 
AND REALLY 
PRETTY. 


THERE’S — \, 
NO TELLING = Afgh, 
WHAT | told 
KIND OF Yeu 
EMOTIONAL 
T FEEL SCARS 
LIKE ONE SHE HAS. 
WRONG MOVE 
COULD DO 
IRREPARABLE 
DAMAGE. 











PEOPLE 
HAVE SEEN cc BESIDES, 
HER IN EMPTY HAN | THERE ARE 
CLASSROOMS ut RUMORS 

OR ALONE IN THE HEL AU. THAT SHE HAS 


MYSTERIOUS 
LIKE SHE WAS Pp 


TALKING TO" £ vy ae 
SOMETHING. Oh, a aoe 



















I THINK THERE 
WERE SIMILAR 





















RUMORS 
ABOUT HER 
me. NDEI 
IEVENHEARD WW 
THAT HER ADVICE WW USED These SCHOOL 
HAS SAVED POWERS TO 
ACQUAINTANCES’ COME UP WITH 
COMPANIES SUGGESTIONS 


FROM CRISIS. TO HELP 
THE FAMILY 


BUSINESS. 


hl 


iy, 
IT WAS 
e= JUST LAST 





THE SOCCER 
TEAM PRACTICES 
DURING LUNCH 
BREAK? 


7] YEAH, THE \ 
INTER-HIGH 

4 SCHOOL 
CHAMPION- 
SHIPS JUST 
STARTED. 





[ug 


ted 
ti 


E WANAGA- = 























\ | GUE | 
N [As 
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LIKE SOME 
INVISIBLE 





, : : EITHER YOU 
THAT IS THE \ 7 WERE SEEING 
MOST BORING | \NQy4 1 THINGS, OR MAYBE 
INTERPRETA- | SHE MOVED HER 
TION EVER. | | CANE SO FAST IT 
= JUST LOOKED LIKE 
AN INVISIBLE 
Sy > FORCE OR 
atZeEN | SOMETHING. 
I PREFER | WWW eee b> 
“MOST \ 
LOGICAL.” AND THE STUFF 
ABOUT HER SAVING 
BUSINESSES IS 
JUST A FEW COINCI- 
DENCES THAT WERE 
BLOWN OUT OF 
PROPORTION, OR 
IT WAS ALL MADE UP. 


a 












































BUT THERE’S A 
LOT OF MYSTERIES 
THESE DAYS 
THAT ALLOW FOR 
GHOST STORIES 
AND OCCULT 
EXPLANATIONS. 


I REFUSE 
TO COUNT 
THOSE 
AS REAL 
MYSTERY. 











7 THAT IS 
THE BEST WAY 








YOU/RE IN 
HER CLASS. 
YOU CAN 
AT LEAST GET 
HER TO THE 
CLUB ROOM, 
CAN’T YOUP 


AMAL =DAY YOU 
EA Nall REFUSE... 


A Ti 
MYSTERY \ 
BUFF LIKE [Oe 
YOU COULD | 








Al JUDGE- 
MENT IN 
STONE, 
BY RUTH 
RENDELL. 








Ruth Rendell, 
Translated by: Fusa Obi 


A Judgement 
in Stone 
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We : 


ae 


Ne 
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qt 
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INVITE KOTOKO 
IWANAGA TO 
THE CLUB ROOM 
TOMORROW 
AFTER 
SCHOOL. 


WITH 
EVERYONE 
AVOIDING 

HER BECAUSE 


A RICH GIRL 
WITH ISSUES, 
SHE'S IT COULD BE 
SAD AND 
ALONE, 
WITH NO 
FRIENDS. 




















THE NEXT 
DAY, 
AFTER 
SCHOOL. 





I’VE NEVER 
EVEN REALLY 
TALKED TO 





HE WANTS 
ME TO GET 
THE ren 


<a 
“eG 

















SHE’S NEVER 


THERE DURING 


LUNCH, AND 
I NEVER SEE 
HER IN THE 
CAFETERIA. 


2! 
SS file | AE 

_ oe 
Se 


SHE ALWAYS 
DISAPPEARS 
FROM THE 
CLASSROOM 
AS SOON AS 
SCHOOL IS 








NOT IN A 
CLUB OR 
ANYTHING, 
RIGHT? 





AND IT’S ¥ 
FOUR a | 
O/CLOCK. |} 
















I'LL JUST 
SEE IF HER 
BAG’S IN THE 
CLASSROOM, 
AND IF NOT, 
ILL CALL IT 
Naw ty A DAY. 
wn Z 
ahouldnt 

spe ; 
Daan, == 
rah 
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= 
~/ I WOULDN’T 
RECOMMEND 
TAKING 
PICTURES 
OF ME WILLY- 
YOU 
MIGHT FIND NILLY. 
SOMETHING | Li e 
UNUSUAL IN | \ Z 
THE PHOTO. | 


cS 
“THE PILLOW FLIPPER 


ACTUALLY, 
I’D SAY 
MORE LIKE 
A MAKURP- 
GRESHI*. 









A CHARLIE 
HORSEP 
WHAT DOES 
THAT HAVE 
TO DO WITH 















-] YOU'RE 
[| THINKING OF 


AVERAGE HIGH | > 
SCHOOL GIRL WX a q 
WOULDN’T es We 
KNOW YOKAI 
NAMES THESE 











I LIKE TO 
LISTEN TO 
THE RAIN 
WHILE I 
SLEEP. 





‘Ss — SIT) FS | HAVE SOME | 
A HL 


\A\ AR BUSINESS 





e I’M IN THE 
) MYSTERY 
, PPRE- 
AND WE’RE CIATION 
HAVING CLUB. 














YOU KNOW 
I’M TALKING 
ABOUT MYSTERY 
FICTION, RIGHTP 
THEY ALSO CALL 
IT ‘WHODUNIT” 
AND “DETECTIVE 
FICTION.” 













A 
MYSTERY 
APPRE- 
CIATION 
CLUBP 


IF YOU'RE 
ADDING RECRUITING, 
ONLY ME 


KOBAYASHI-SAN, 
TO YOUR SURELY THERE 
NUMBERS ARE OTHERS WHO 
IS HARDLY WOULD BE HAPPY 
GOING TO TO HELP YOU. 
SOLVE YOUR : 
PROBLEM. 


BUT THE CLUB 
PRESIDENT 
TOLD ME TO 
GET YOU TO 
OUR ROOM. 


WORD |S, KOTOKO : 
IWANAGA’S PARENTS ARE 
ON FRIENDLY TERMS WITH 

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
SCHOOL BOARD, AND 
HAVE A STRONG SOCIAL 
INFLUENCE IN GENERAL, 
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i TO ENSURE 
THAT A GIRL 
WITH THAT MANY 
PROBLEMS STAYS 
OUT OF ANY MORE 
TROUBLE WHILE IN 
THEIR CARE? 


N\, . 





Sl | 
WEA 
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AT THE VERY 
LEAST, WE CAN 
KEEP THE CLUB 

ALIVE UNTIL SHE 

GRADUATES. 
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vary 
Z 


my 
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id, 
Ni 


GETTING 
HER INTO THE 
MYSTERY CLUB 
WILL GIVE US A 
TREMENDOUS 
ADVANTAGE. 


BUT I'M 
NOT SURE 
THAT'S 
REALLY 
ETHICAL, 


DON'T YOU 
THINK THE 
SCHOOL 
WOULD TAKE 
MEASURES... 





AND AFTER 
THE KIDNAPPING, 
THEY'VE GOTTEN 

OVERPROTEC- 
TIVE OF THEIR 
PRECIOUS LITTLE 
DAUGHTER. 


THEY'RE 
SO WORRIED, 
THEY HAD HER 
CHAUFFEURED 
TO AND FROM 
SCHOOL EVERY 
DAY SHE WENT 
TO MIDDLE 


THEY DON'T 

KNOW HOW 

SHE OR HER 
PARENTS MIGHT 


SO THEY’D 
THINK TWICE 
BEFORE 
DISBANDING 











ANY CLUB 








THAT SHE'S 








IN, 




































































° 
i 


SS 


YOU WANT 
TO USE MY 
S/TUATION 
TO KEEP 
AND WITH THE CLUB 
AINY LUCK, FROM BEING 
YOUR CLUB DISBANDED, 
WILL BECOME 
FAMOUS HAND 
ATTRACT 
EVEN MORE 
STUDENTS. 


FROM THAT 
PRESIDENT 
OF YOURS. 


NOTHING 
SPECIAL. 


+0 AND OF 

COURSE I 

CAN’T TELL 
HER ABOUT 














TOLD ME IF I 
DIDN’T ASK 
YOU, HE WOULD 
SPOIL ALL THE 
MYSTERIES I 


; JUST 7 
walIN THIS YESTERDAY, HAVEN’T READ. 


REALLY 

7 A inter. Me SHE ‘ 
: ESTING-_ KILLER AND ihe 
RK] | BOOK, A , 





























YOU READ 
MYSTERIES, 
IWANAGR- 









wHE TOLD 
YOU THE KILLER 
WAS EUNICE 
PARCHMAN 
AND SHE DID IT 
BECAUSE SHE 
COULDN’T READ 
AND WRITE? 












ITIS 
A FAMOUS 

: BOOK, AND 

: I FIGURED 

Oh MYSTERIES 


/ MIGHT BE 
THAT'S: § | MIGHT BE, 
PRISING. “\ I DABBLE. 





THE KILLER §=— | (S/W, 
AND HER MOTIVE \ CA AY \ eae S 
ARE GIVEN IN SO anes 
THE BOOK’S Gl PSX) 
SUMMARY, AND | / ® 
IT’S ACTUALLY THE 
FIRST SENTENCE 
IN THE BOOK 
ITSELF 
THE POINT 
OF THAT BOOK 
IS TO FIND OUT 
HOW IT TURNED 
OUT THAT WAY. 


SO 
YOUR CLUB \ 
PRESIDENT 
DIDN’T 
BREAK ANY 
MYSTERY 
ETIQUETTE 
AFTER ALL. 


A 


IT SOUNDS 
LIKE YOU 
KNOW A 
LOT ABOUT 
you MYSTERIES, 
might [WANAGA- 


ACTUBLLy SAN. 
LIKE BEING 

















WHY DID 
YOU JOIN 
THE CLUB, 

KOBAYASHI- 


SOY BASEDON SANP 
] HOW LITTLE 


SN i iii, 
A\ ‘N is i 









SHE TALKS 
ALOT LIKE 
A MYSTERY 


DETECTIVE. LY 


IT DOESN'T 
FOLLOW THAT . YET YOU 
YOU WOULD JOINED A 
NOT ONLY STAY MYSTERY CLUB 
IN THE CLUB, : WHOSE ONLY 
BUT DO ITS MEMBER IS ITS 
EXPLOITING PRESIDENT’S : | APPARENTLY 
BIDDING. PROBLEMATIC 
WEAKNESS | ' | PRESIDENT. 
OF YOURSP | AV s : 


YOU/LL BE IN : 


TROUBLE IF T [pera Tl 


IGNORE THIS 
: ALI Il | 

























































































ALLOW 

YOU TO 

INTRO- 
DUCE ME. 





I ADMIT THAT 
MY REASONS 
FOR INVITING 
YOU HERE ARE 
LESS THAN 


\ - tf HONORABLE. 








CLUB, YOU WILL 
ONLY HAVE TO 
ATTEND TWICE 

A WEEK. 











I WON’T 
INSIST THAT 






KEEP CLUB 





















IF YOURE B, RECORDS. 
NAPPING IN THE | YOU READ BNY 
CLUB ROOM 
WE’LL MAKE. IF YOU DON’T 
SURE TO KEEP WANT TO. 










OUR VOICES 









THIS ROOM 
HOWEVER 
YOU oa YOU SEE FIT. 








LEAVE YOUR 
STUFF HERE. 





Ce 










1. o-itoy r= 
nl ™ 


aja Aa i ¥ -G i. 

L ) 

ESN | PRESIDENT! meal i 
Li’ bs YOU DON’T AAV 














AS A MISFIT 
|. WITH NO 
ML FRIENDS IN 
; HER CLASS... 


















| "|e 
T| krvendly: 
















Yj 5 
Yy Hy 
‘ih PON HAVE TO Be ht! (orem 


50 BLUNT! (iii 


I THINK | 
YOU WILL FIND \J/) 
ITUSEFULTO \| || 
HAVE A PLACE OF |i . 
REFUGE IN THE 
é . : SCHOOL WHERE 
ri jp —e 4 P aS |\ YOU CAN ESCAPE 
ENS 2 etch a € i 6 , PRYING EYES. ( 
we BLP M7 (( 





any 
a 





ae 








A Be eee 


























Ww, 4 Rt 

















I NEVER 
PLANNED TO 
FORM ANY 
PERSONAL 
CONNECTIONS 
AT SCHOOL. 










GETTING , 

CLOSE TO PEOPLE Jf See 

MAKES ITEASIER V ZA GRE 
FOR THEM TO SO 7 ee 

LININTENTIONALLY )) ie 

ASK QUESTIONS 
THAT I WOULD 


HAVE DIFFICULTY / %& © ARS 
ANSWERING. : I>.°'{N9 2 













OTHERWISE, 
D 


VENIENCE 
THESE 
SUPPOSED 
A FRIENDS. bubble 


AE bib 


WE WON'T 7 
ASK ANY | 
ABOUT YOUR SS Zi) eae: | 


SITUATION. rae Gee 
mntte 





































THERE 
ARE CERTAIN 
EFFECTS THAT 

ARE INEVITABLY 

CAUSED BY 
AND YOUR VERY 
ITONLY EXISTENCE... 














I FIND IT 
DELIGHTFUL 
HOW UP 
FRONT YOU 





ARE ABOUT a iS 
WANTING TO VANTAGE 


USE. OF THEM. 


I LIKE THAT 
MUCH BETTER 
THAN IF YOU 
WERE TO TRY 
TO HIDE YOUR 
ULTERIOR f: 
MOTIVES. 











(h 





N 
(7 7 nN ne 


ERS 


YOU NEED 













TO THINK 
MORE CHRE- 
FULLY ABOUT 
THE POSITION REASON TO 
YOU ARE IN. JOIN YOUR 


CLUB. 

















BEFORE 





LONG, THEY, 
AND YOU TOO, WILL 
MAY FIND REALIZE THE 
YOURSELF VALUE OF 





USING YOU. 





APPROACHED 
BY ONE 
AFTER 
ANOTHER. 







\ 
Ni 
NI 
ta 
Sth 


L| KA 
i 








fy THERE ARE 
PLENTY OF 
OTHER CLUBS 
WHO ARE 
STRUGGLING 
TO FIND 
MEMBERS. 





















w©WHO AND EVEN 
HAVE MORE 
ENOUGH CLUBS... 
MEMBERS 
BUT WANT 
TOGETA 
BIGGER i 
BUDGET. . 





























YOU CAN 
TURN ONE DOWN, 
BUT MORE WILL 
COME FOR YOU. 
AFTER A WHILE, 
THAT WILL GET 
TO BE VERY 

TRYING. 


(P uSS 
ident Utne 
ace 


YOU COULD | RAISE THE 
| SOLVE THIS |j)' CHANCES THAT 
5 PROBLEM BY SOMEONE WILL 
| CRYING TO | INADVERTENTLY 
THE SCHOOL INTRUDE ON 
OR YOUR THOSE ISSUES 
PARENTS. YOU WISH TO 
LEAVE LIN- “\ 
TOUCHED. <a 


ITWILL ONLY \| | ty 




















wnat 
Wee 
uf OY GRINS! a caste 


4 
whe 


MY 
PARENTS 
TEND TO 

WORRY 
CRYING ABOUT ME 
TO THEM FAR TOO 













THEN DON’T 
YOU THINK 
JOINING THE 

MYSTERY 
CLUB WOLLD 
EFFECTIVELY 

ENSURE A 

PEACEFUL HIGH 

SCHOOL LIFEP 







I’M SURE 
ANY OTHER 
~ Dib CLUB WOULD 
oe are MEDDLE IN 

Vee YOUR LIFE 
MORE THAN 
WE WILL. 








BUT WOULD 
YOU REALLY 
WANT TO 
DO THATP 








gf We: AND THIS 
ft : AFTER I 
FINALLY GOT 
THEM TO 
LET ME DO 
THINGS ON 































































SHE WAS 
KIDNAPPED 
ONLY FIVE 

















BUT I 
SERIOUSLY 


















YES, 
DOUBT THAT YOU/RE 
ANY OTHER PROBABLY 
CLUB... RIGHT. 


wlS AS 
LIKELY TO reg? 





BECAUSE IF 






YOU ASK ME, TRY TO USE 
THIS PLOT IS ME AS YOU 
A LITTLE TOO 

INGENIOUS 

FOR THEM. 


YOU 
{| CANGO |} 
AHEAD AND § 
THINK THAT /’ 
FOR NOW. / 





BUT 
SOMETIMES 
THINGS [ 
HAPPEN ITSTILL = ¥ 
THAT YOU | | isNtTAGOOD \ 
NEVER EVEN ENOUGH 


REASON TO 
ere a JOIN YOUR 
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7 THEYSAY ¥ 

THAT’S WHY \o 
THE MORE 
FAMOUS A 












IWANAGA 






FAMILY IS, THE HEIRESS 
LESS LIKELY IS FAMOUS 
THEY ARE IN SOME 


CIRCLES... 


















MYSTERY 
CLUB WILL 
BE HAPPY TO 
HAVE YOU 
WHENEVER 
YOU'RE 
READY. 







































SHE SAW 
RIGHT 
THROUGH 

TO THE WERK 
PART OF 

YOUR PLAN. 


./ SHE'S RIGHT— 
IF THEY THERE AREN’T 
WON'T ) ALOT CLUBS 

THINK OF IT, THAT WOULD 

T’LL JUST A THINK OF USING 
HAVETO | _- Ze IWANAGA-SAN 
TELL THEM. ecg LIKE YOU DID. 

































































YIER 
PARENTS ARE 
WORRIED ABOUT 
HER BEING ALL 
ALONE AT SCHOOL. 
THEY WOULD BE 

SO RELIEVED IF ee 
SHE WOULD JOIN Ea 
A CLUB.” a MY NEXT 
be = PLAN IS TO 
SPREAD SOME 
INFORMATION. 
ILL TELL 
EVERYONE... 











































































































TO GET HER 
IN THEIR 
CLUBS. 


THIS WAY, EVEN 
THE CLUBS THAT | > | 
WOULDN’/T WANT ; OF COURSE 
TO JUST TAKE : Fs: | I’LL MAKE 
INFACT, ADVANTAGE OF jfA\SS P| SURE NO ONE 
THINK IT’S BETTER ABOUT \ CAME FROM 


RECRUIT HER. —— 
THING TO a ll, 
on 


DO. 


eS” - 





















THEY WON’T 
TRY TO STOP 
IT UNTIL SHE 
PERSONALLY 
COMPLAINS 
ABOUT THE 
HARASSMENT. 

























THE 
SCHOOL WILL 
DETERMINE 

THAT IT’S 
BETTER THAN 
LERVING HER 
ALL ALONE. 


EVEN 
KNOWING 
YOU MADE 
IT UP, THE 
RUMOR 
SOUNDS 
TRUE. 










BUT 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT HER 
MAKES YOU 
FEAR FOR 
HER SAFETY. fe ay 


' I GIVE IT 
[ | TWO WEEKS 
BEFORE 
CLUBS START 
SWARMING 
HER, TRYING 
TO RECRUIT 
E 


aN) 








EER \WG. 
TI 


Pini: 
TM 


SHE SHOULD 
FIGURE OUT 
| THAT JOINING 
" OUR CLUB WILL 
KOTOKO BRING HER THE 
IWANAGA MOST PEACE. sss 
WILL BE A 


MEMBER OF ==3|fox 


ai [ 
. 


—it7) 7 
INGA Tm 


—_—— 











RT, 

































HOW YOU 
START TO THINK 
INTELLI- WHEN YOU’VE 
GENCE IS A BEEN READING 
MAN’S VICE MYSTERIES 
AS WELL AS FOR A LONG 


HIS VIRTUE. 





: <¢ | MYSTERY 
WHETHER LS FICTION USES 
IT CAN BE | ‘| LL THAT FOR 
USED FOR : |. OUR ENTER- 
MORE THAN | ~ TAINMENT. 
THATISUPTO / | 
THEREADER. / (@—~ 
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Hy tea Coe i 
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THAT’S 
WHY I’M _ | 
LATE. 8 















































IWANHGA- 
SAN! WHAT 


| 
SSE N 








Su 
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CONTINUED 
ACQURAIN- 


BUT YOU 
JUST SAID 


AND WANT TO. 


WE 
HAVEN’T 


HAVE BEEN 
PRESSURING 
ME TO JOIN 
ANY CLUBS, 
SO WHY AM 
I HERE? 


O 
HAVEN’T 
STARTED 
SPREADING 
YOUR 
PRESIDENT’S 
DEVIOUS 
RUMORS... 








1». WOULD 
SPREAD 
RUMORS TO 








INCITE THE 
I SUS- OTHER CLUBS 
PECT HIS AS PART OF 


INVITATION HIS EFFORTS 
YESTERDAY TO GET ME TO 



















WAS ONLY JOIN THIS 7 
THE FIRST ONE. ; 
STEP IN HIS 

PLAN. 













THAT YOUR 
PRESI- 
DENT... 




































































































































PERSONALLY, = 

I WOULD = 
HAVE FOUND 
IT ANNOYING 





































































































IF THINGS HAD 












































u GONE AS HE 














INTENDED, 































































































SO I NEEDED 
TO MAKE MY 
MOVE BEFORE 
THE RUMORS 
SPRERD. 












































Wows 
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IT SEEMED 

ODD THAT 
YOU WERE IN 
THIS CLUB. 























I THOUGHT 
THE PRESIDENT 
WAS EXPLOITING am 
| ORATE MY Al WEAKNESS : 
6 areHTTss THEORY. 1 OF YOURS, TO 
i: , FORCE YOU TO 






== SEEMED TO 
: CORROB- 















BUT WHEN 
I SAW YOU 




































UG \N | eae 

y | HL) DS \ DIFFERENT 
¢ Y ss 4 4 IMPRESSION. | 
eG Ke]. 7 













































































































































































































































































































































































x g é 
— Hy 
=e IN FACT, 
== YOU MADE 
(alee EFFORTS TO 
Ze BE CLOSE 
2 TO HIM. 
YOU WERE 
i TOO AT HOME 
A: FOR SOMEONE 
ap titO WAS 
RE AGAINST 
AND HE, 
TOO, SEEMED ELM) OE \ | b7 BNO HER WILL. 
COMFORTABLE . \ | 4 YOU DIDN'T 
WITH YOUR I ; SEEM TOO 
BEHAVIOR. + ye DISTRESSED ous 
: AROUND THE _ 
PROBLEMATIC 
6 PRESIDENT, 
EITHER. —_ 
Oo 
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ZZ 
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IN OTHER 
WORDS, 
you TWO 
AIRE VERY 


ARE, IN FACT, 
SWEET- 
HEARTS. 





















YOU DID 
JOIN THIS CLUB 
BECAUSE OF A 
WEAKNESS — 
THE WERKNESS 
OF BEING IN 














THAT’S | 
AL RIGHT. 











I WASN’T 
INTERESTED 
IN ANY OTHER 
CLUBS, 












AND TI RE- 
MEMBERED 
HE WAS 
WORRIED 
ABOUT HOW 
SMALL HIS 
CLUB WAS... 
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SS 
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MT TT Ty” 


TT 
(Tr ry )«~I MET HIM 

















THIRD YEAR gg 
INMIDDLE 7 a 
SCHOOL. (7 


IT’S HOPELESS... 
I'LL NEVER GET 
INTO EIEl HIGH 

SCHOOL AT 
THIS RATE. 

















FOR 
ENTRANCE 





HAVING 
TROUBLE 
WITH? 








I’M GUESSING 
YOU HAVEN’T 
BEEN DATING 

LONG. 





() 














! 
f 








—., AND*AT 
SOME, POINT, 


| Wi | YOURE 
THAT’S HOW : Wi {DATING THE 
I DETERMINED I \ : PRESIDENT OF 
THAT YOU WHICH A MYSTERY 
HADN’T BEEN \ MEANS CLUB, BUT 
DATING VERY HE ONLY YOU/REA 
LONG, EITHER. GOT YOU MYSTERY- 


TO START READING 
NOVICE. 











YOU MUST 4 | 
HAVE STARTED | READING 
THE GENRE IN : 


EARNEST AFTER ae \ RECENTLY. 
YOU FINISHED = 
YOUR EXAMS. S i 














| V 
= Vi RAISED 
AY ANOTHER 


QUESTION. 
YOU TWO 
SEEM TO BE 
HIDING THE 
FACT THAT 
YOU ARE 
DATING. 












WHICH LEADS 
ME TO THE 
CONCLUSION 
THAT THERE’S 
SOME CONCERN 
CAUSING YOU 
TO DELIBER- 


ATELY KEEP SAID £ 


RELATIONSHIP 


1. WE DECIDED 
TO KEEP ITA 
SECRET UNTIL 
I CAN PROVE 
THAT I CAN 
HAVE A BOyY- 
FRIEND AND 
STILL KEEP MY 
GRADES UP, 


SO 
AT LEAST 
THROUGH 
THE FIRST 


// NORMALLY, THE 
PEOPLE AROUND 
YOU WOULD GUESS 
YOUR RELATION- 
SHIP BASED ON 
=\ HOW YOU SPEAK 
i TO AND ADDRESS 
SB\. EACH OTHER. 


AND YET 

NO ONE 

HAS ANY 
IDER. 


MY 
DAD ISA 
STICKLER 

ABOUT 
THESE 
THINGS. 


SCHOOL. 


we EVEN IF 
YOU DO MAKE IT 
SAFELY THROUGH 
FIRST TERM, 
YOU WILL HAVE A 
DIFFICULT TIME 
GOING PUBLIC 


ABOUT YOUR —_ 
=) 





| | 
















BECAUSE 






auoier: NIIMEUHIMN ©? Geer . 
SAS Bo ial THE ONLY ny A , 


i 

| | =MEMBERS OF 
FPATTTTNETHTITI THE MYSTERY mn « 
2 are AWA '; With my 


ROOM A 
PLACE THAT 
TWO KNOWN 
LOVERS... 















WHATEVER 
THEY WANT. 





Lees 
| sr 











A BOY 
AND A 
= GIRL IN A 

ig ROMANTIC 
7 RELATION- 
\ SHIP... 
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SALAGIOUS 
ACTIVITIES. 
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STUDENTS HERE 
WITH PROPER 
UPBRINGING, 

BUT SURELY 
EVEN THEIR | 
IMAGINATIONS [va 
CANTAKE £ 
THEM THAT 
FAR. 


| 
, | \UH NS ae I / x | y Ay) y i ( 
ARE MANY es FS Rete WN 

















OF COURSE 
I’M NOT 
SUGGESTING 
THAT THE TWO 
BUT THERE OF YOU HAVE 


IS ENOUGH 
POTENTIAL FOR “BAY Gre? 


RUMORS OF 
THAT NATURE THING. 
TO SPREAD. 











WORST-CASE 
SCENARIO, THEY 
WOULD RESTRICT 
THE MYSTERY 
CLUB’/S ACTIVITIES, 
AND YOU WOULD 
LOSE YOUR 
CLUB ROOM. 


IN WHICH CASE, 
NO MATTER HOW 
MUCH THIS SCHOOL 
EMPHASIZES STUDENT 
INDEPENDENCE, FROM 
A MORAL STANDPOINT, 
\ IT COULDN’‘T IGNORE 
THE MATTER. 














































































































ACTUALLY, IT 
KIND OF MAKES 
ME HAPPY THAT 
WE'RE THE ONLY == e 
CLUB MEMBERS! = [= 
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EVEN IF YOU 
DO MANAGE 
TO KEEP THE 


wONCE THE ROOM... 

RUMORS START, 

| KOBRYASHI-SAN 

Ni | WILL BE EXPOSED 

TO THE CURIOUS 
EYES OF HER 

Ws, \. CLASSMATES... 















AND HER 
PARENTS MAY 
OPPOSE YOUR 
RELATIONSHIP. 





THE 
THOUGHT 
ZN) NEVER EVEN 
A OCCURRED 
A TO ME. 











































































FURTHERMORE, 
CLUBS WITHOUT 
THEIR OWN ROOMS 
MAY SPREAD THE 
SCANDALOUS 
RUMORS IN AN 
EFFORT TO TAKE 




























LONG AS THERE 









































ARE ONLY TWO 
MEMBERS IN YOUR 
CLUB, YOU WILL 
a THAT IS ae ae NCIC. 
AND THAT WHY PRESIDENT 
YOUR ROMANCE 
IS WHEN HE AMACHI WAS OUT OF HIDING. 
CAME UP 
a ae QUICKLY INCREASE 






USE ME. MEMBERGHIP/ 


Son 


pate 






THAT’S WHY 
YOU TRIED 
TO GET 
IWANAGR- 
SAN INTO 
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PRESIDENT 
AMACHI 
COULDN’T WAIT 
TO LET EVERY- 
ONE KNOW HE 
WAS DATING 


BESIDES, IF 
WE KEPT HIDING ( ) 
IT, I WAS AFRAID al Ge 
ANOTHER GLY a 


MIGHTCOME |N ~ / WO © () 
Sid 
) 
Y) 











OY 
ON TO YOU. US 


) 


\ 


SUBJECT, I 
UNDERSTAND 
YOU WERE 
WORRIED 
ABOUT ME, 
KOBAYASHI- 


PRESIDENT 
AMACHI KNEW OF 
YOUR CONCERNS, = 
AND HE USED ELLO | ALL THE 
THIS PLOT AS AN | BOYS THINK 
INCENTIVE TO Vf YOU’RE 


GET YOU TO y CUTE, EVEN 
TALK TO ME. SE OUTSIDE 
f OUR CLASS. 























FRIEND. 


CLAIMED 
THAT HE ONLY 
WANTED TO 


PLAN INTO 
EFFECT. 


\ 


SHE TOLD ME 
EVERYTHING 
WHILE WE 
WAITED FOR 


YOU, KOTORI. 


we TELLING 

ME IF WE 
INSISTED ON 
SPREADING 


BASHFUL TO 


SAY WHAT HE 


WAS REALLY 
THINKING. 











I WAS FULLY 
PREPARED 
FOR HER TO 
BARGAIN 
WITH ME... 





YOU SAID 
YOU WERE 
JOINING 
THE CLUB, 
RIGHT? 


YOU KNOW, 
THEY'VE SAID 
SINCE ANCIENT 
TIMES THAT 
TERRIBLE THINGS 
ARE IN STORE FOR 
THOSE WHO TRY 
TO THWART L 
OTHERS’ LOVE. 


I FIND IT 

EXTREMELY 

| =~ OS. %4 UNPLEASANT TO 
ucla a } BEND TO THE 
THOSE CON- | / B , BUT THERE’S NO 
SEQUENCES. y ~~ AVOIDING IT. 


y SO, THOUGH 
IT PRINS ME, I 
AM FORCED TO 
PLAY INTO YOUR 
PRESIDENT’S 
HANDS AND 











I DON’T 
EXACTLY FEEL —- 2[.. I. ADMIT 

LIKE THE WINNER PN DEFEAT. 
HERE, BUT I’M VTE 

HAPPY TO HAVE | ee 



































Year / Class 3 
Name 














WN Vay 


1 


«e SOUNDS 
LIKE YOU 
ALREADY KNEW IS IT REALLY 
THE FACTS, AND POSSIBLE TO 
CAME UP WITH DEDUCE ALL 


YOU COULD TF : 
fae HE EXPLANA 


OF THAT SO 
TION AFTER- ACCURATELY 
KNOW WARD. BASED ON 
THE TRUTH WHAT LITTLE 
INFORMATION 
YOU HAD? 





SD iwanacea- 
SAN’S 


DEDUCTION 





















































IS IT ME, 
OR DOES IT 
FEEL MORE LIKE 
SHE'S JUST 
HIJACKED OUR 
CLUB ROOMP 


A \ \e 4A 





hn 
illustration 
of the 
thought: 
"| wonder 
ik the 
president's 
Ancestors 
were 
there ov 
something, 








You see 
my little 
Manabu-chan? 
His face is 
awkully sey, 
| Know, but 
he's really a 


good, hard- 


Working 
boy. 
4 ae 
—~-X_ f SG \ 
Wks 
hs, ea y 
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SAYOKO MORINO (27) 























































































































WE 
WERE SO 
THOROUGH. 
NO ONE 
COULD HAVE 
FOUND THE 











ARE THE 
POLICE 
ON THEIR 




















ACCORDING TO 
MIYAIGAWA’S 
STATEMENT, 
LAST NIGHT, 


THEM WOULD 
GET HIM 
Al HEAVIER 
SENTENCE. 





CRIME WAS 
DISCOVERED 
THIS MORNING, 
WHEN MIYAIGAWA 
CONTACTED 
THE POLICE 
TO CONFESS 
THAT HE HAD 
MURDERED 
SOMEONE IN 
HIS HOME. 








“ Hh, 


%, 


OKAY, SO 
K6U/IRO-SAN 














CHAPTER 21: “GUILLOTINE SANSHIRO PART ONE” 
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PLEASE 
DON’T... 


B 
a 
HH 
Das Sika 
i, # HTT 
gigsees 


ry 
PITS 
TY tases: y 
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Uf ON YOU SEE, THAT 

I YG. | ‘ GUILLOTINE 
= WAS THE ONLY 
ey eens => ONE EVER MADE 
HED LAI RET IN JAPAN, BUT 
saentn ert Nimes (ae IT HAD NEVER 
a Tae Ii, ZN S / INK BEEN PUT INTO 

: hi See) Shi SERVICE. 

Was : <a LS . : 

































































































































































































































































THE STORY WAS 
IMMEDIATELY 
REPORTED ALL 
OVER JAPAN. 








ae, 


= RE THAT MAKES 
YF IT SOUND LIKE 
HE USED THE 
GUILLOTINE TO 
COMMIT THE 
CRIME. 

























































































































































THIS CASE, 
THE KILLER, 
KOJIRO MIYAIGAWA, 
ACCIDENTALLY 
KILLED HIS 
BROTHER-IN-LAW 
IN THE HEAT OF 
AN ARGUMENT, 
AND TURNED 
HIMSELF IN THE 
NEXT DAY. 


=| BUT BEFORE 
i! HE CALLED 
___|| THE POLICE TO |-—==== z 
CONFESS... Sl 
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: ee 
t CREM | i 
: j 
‘i ! ton thath | 
—_ | | 
i | | Ease me 
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HE USED THE 
GUILLOTINE HE 
KEPT IN HIS 
MANSION TO 
DECAPITATE 
THAT'S THE VICTIM'S 
WHAT BODY. 
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REALLY 
ene | 
IT STILL Soe 
_f/ MAKES MY | L S77 AW) PAF OEE 
oe SKIN CRAWL, SS i \ ~ ( : ms } re 
==—]| EVEN IF ea \ a 
HE DION’T é NS fhe) | \ 
AND CON- || USE THE | Zi : \ AS 
SIDERING GUILLOTINE , a ) TH INAS) od ie \ 
THE REASON\\ FOR THE ae yy: . 
HE DID IT, MURDER, \ 


TOO. 
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= SS WA, 
\ nt = 
[i Va 
Us 
| ' FIRST OF ALL, }} 
| \ WHO KNEW 
7 @ = THERE WAS : 
‘ ANYONE WITH = [fre 
mae THEIR OWN |[E 
| PERSONAL _ 
) - GUILLOTINE? = 
\ F , =] 
Wn i t. fy |} ! 
| \ = | | 
7 : \ —= 
ve MIYAIGAWA | 
WAS A S 
COLLECTOR | 
OF ANTIQUES — 
AND ART. . (b pe 
WELL- a 2 aa 
KNOWN + o > 
IN THOSE = é 
= CIRCLES. saa) : 
\ .\ 








THE 
GUILLOTINE IN 
QUESTION WAS 
CONSTRUCTED 
IN JAPAN 
DURING THE 
AND |g MEldI ERA... 


THE ONLY 
KNOWN 100% 
JAPANESE - MADE 
GUILLOTINE IN 
EXISTENCE. 








cE, 
Fil, & 
—y iit 


THE HEAD 
WOULDN'T 
COME 
OFF UNTIL 
AFTER TWO 
OR THREE 
SWINGS, 


AIND 
THE CON- 
DEMNED 
SUFFERED 
EXCRU- 
CIATING 


AIN 
EXECUTION 
MACHINE 
INVENTED IN 
LATE 18TH 
CENTURY 
FRANCE. 





UNTIL 
THAT POINT, 
BEHEADINGS 
WERE DONE 
LARGELY BY AN 
EXECUTIONER, 
USING AN 
AX OR A 
SWORD. 


IN MANY 
CASES, IT 
TOOK MORE 
THAN ONE 
STROKE TO 
REMOVE 
THE HEAD. 

















BLADE. AND 
THE }HEIGHT. 
OF THE: FRAME 

PRODUCED © 


IT 
DELIVERED 
Al HUMANE, 
PAINLESS 
DEATH TO 
NOBLE AND 

PEASANT 
ALIKE. 


THAT’S WHY, 
WHEN IT FIRST 
CAME INTO USE, 
THE GUILLOTINE 
WHS CONSIDERED 
TO BE AN 
IMPARTIAL, 
HUMANE, 
AIND UTTERLY 
UNENTERTHINING == 

MACHINE. 
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THE POLICE 
NEVER DID 
COME TO 
MY APART- 
MENT. 
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IS SOME- 
THING THE 
MATTER? 


ul 
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I’M 
SORRY THIS 
HAPPENED SO 
ABRUPTLY. 








ILLUSTRATOR. 
I GO BY 
KSZUKI. 


IS THIS 
GIRL A 
FRIEND OF 
YOURS? 


it 
lh 












ISN’T HE 
A LITTLE 
TOO 
OLD FOR 












Gl 
FRIEND. 












BELIEVE 










I GET INTO NOT Snes 
TROUBLE ACTUALLY IN 
HANGING 1 COLLEGE. 
OUT WITH 

HER—PEOPLE 






SOMETIMES 










IWANAGA 
JUST TURNED 
2O THE 
OTHER DAY. 






LETH 





KSZUKI- 
SAN... 


YOU HAVE = 
SOME 

PRETTY 

FAMOUS 
WORK 
HERE. 





NI Ankeny | 
acount “NIT 


THERE’S 
NO NEED 


FOR YOU 


TO 


STAND THERE. v 
PLEASE, TAKE [KS 


(WANK 





MY NAME 
IS KURS 
SAKURAGAWA. 
I’M A GRAD 
STUDENT. 








<K 
NN \ 
SiN 


\] 
= S| 


Wah 


We 





MAKE A OH, THEY JUST {| ISEEACD 


LIVING HAPPENED TO | =| JACKETFOR 
WITH My —LIKE A PICTURE =| APOPULAR 
ART YET. I POSTED ON | | MUSIC 


MY SITE. S GROUP. 


I WORK 
A FEW 
PART TIME 
JOBS. 





SO IS 
THAT YOUR | , | 

THING— Wn | Ay 
PUTTING A are 


NIGLE Jour / CD CAME OUT 
Deaieeee , 2 BEFORE THE 
PICTURESP ~“ Ah 
a: } iH GROUP MADE 
IT BIG. 


WELL, 
SPECIFICALLY, 
IT’S WHERE 
T PUT THE 
LUCKY CAT. 


I’M VERY 
PARTICULAR 
ABOUT THE 
i S| THINGS T 
Now THAT ae PAIR THEM 


YOU MENTION YJ. WITH. 
IT, ALL OF THESE 
PICTURES HAVE A 
LUCKY CAT WHERE 

YOU WOULDN’T 
NORMALLY 
FIND ONE. 





















HE RECOG- 
NIZED THE 
GALLOWS 

AND ELECTRIC 
CHAIR? 


IS THIS AN 
ELECTRIC 
CHAIR? 


IN FRONT OF 
A SMASHED 
GUARDRAIL. 





| EN\ | THEY’RE ALL... 

NOT EXACTLY i 7 I GUESS 

HAPPY, PEACE- H “UNSETTLING” 
FUL THINGS IS THE WORDP 


AND PLACES. 











BUT THE 
BRAND- 
NEW LUCKY 
CAT THERE 
MAKES IT FEEL 
STRANGELY 
CHEERY. 











LIKE IT 
CLEARS ALL 
THE GLOOM 







THEY SAY 
THAT IF A 
LUCKY CAT IS 















RAISING ITS 

RIGHT PAW, 

AND IF IT’S IT’S BECK- 

RAISING ITS ONING FOR 
LEFT PAW, IT’S 
BECKONING 







FOR PEOPLE. (= _= 














































































































: aN 
¢, % Li LZ BUT 
ol) oe AND THERE <@ 7, 3 THEY'RE USED jf, 
= ARE ALL KINDS \ <@> Ne 9  ~ TOATTRACTA jf 
= OF LEGENDS =<’ @ \ BROAD RANGE j/| 
ABOUT THE \-— || ca~ OF FORTUNE, /J), 
OR ORIGINS OF THE rat oe _. 
WHOHEALED “Lucky cats, bea Aj A vor 
AN ILLNESS, = LIKE ABOUT A , aij HAPPINESS nd 
UR by a SAFETY, AND pe 
ABOUTAMAN' 4 BUSINESS YZ uy POTENTIAL 
WHO AVOIDED PROSPER, , | f 
BEING STRUCK ms, EZ MATES. 
BY LIGHTNING V we py 
BECALISE A CAT rage 7 
BECKONED 


TO HIM. 
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SO WHEN 










LUCKY CAT Sale ve" 
ALWAYS 
WITH PLACES CONSIDERED 
TO BE 
THAT ARE THE LISEFUL FOR 
PPOSIT \ DETERRING 
ie one WHAT YOL’D aoe RATS. 
FEEL OF EXPECT, SAY THEY 
THAT PLACE HAVE A LONG 
OR THING. HISTORY AS 
GOOD LUCK 
. CHARMS. 


SLY 
Li, 
S ’ 


we TO BE . 
BEAUTIFUL 77 L_— 
AND | & 
GRATIFY- | 
G 


THAT’S 
WHY I’M OUT 
LOOKING FOR 
AN LINSETTLING, 
PEACE 1O Fut 


FIND THAT 
CHANGE... 





ROUTE. 





wt 
mali 


\ i 
NN 


I REALIZE 
THAT THESE 
PICTURES ARE 
NOT IN THE 
BEST TASTE. 


THAT’S WHAT 
YOU DRAW THINGS \ | J 
A QHAT PEOPLE | faa 
DEATH, LIKE A NM, 
GALLOWS. 


IT’S WHAT 
MAKES MY 
PICTURES 























































————— IT’S TRUE, IF 
TG ~~ «| IWANTED TO 
DID YOU | — | COMMISSION 
TAKE AN Coe oe A SPECIFIC 
INTEREST CEMON as ILLUSTRA 
IN IWANAGA ANYONE’S . > ]. I’D WANT ? 
TASTES. | mid THE PICTURE 
Als TO HAVE SOME 
INDIVIDUALITY, 


OTHERWISE 
IT WOULDN'T 
MATTER WHO 
= I ASKED TO 
ae DO IT. 


a a 
a | 
sa #f 
SPSS: 
aera 
= on 


fie THE SAM 
PRESSION A 
IMPRESSION AS 


THE THINGS I’M 
ALWAYS LOOKING 
FOR—THINGS 
Sea Ns 
BELONG WITH 
LUCKY CATS. 


THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
EE MEIS 

XTREMEL 
= MINOU 
NEIGE Hee: 


| ; TO ME LIKE 
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SOMETHING 

oo TING 
SEEMS | 
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OUTWARDLY. 

SHE'S A 

! LOVELY LITTLE 
—S(/\ 











A PICTURE OF 
A LUCKY CAT 
WITH SOMEONE 
WHO GIVES 
OFF THE SAME 
AURA SHE 
DOES... 


ARTISTIC 
POSSI- 
BILITIES. 


I 
COULDN’T 
HELP 
STARING/ 


THAT’S WHY 
I’VE NEVER 
DRAWN ANY 
PEOPLE IN MY 
LUCKY CAT 
SERIES. 


I’VE NEVER 
GOTTEN THAT 
IMPRESSION 
FROM A 
PERSON 
BEFORE. 


SO I WAS 
WONDERING 
WHAT IT IS 
ABOUT HER 
THAT GIVES 
ME THAT 
IMPRESSION. 





Ss 
“7 THAT’S WHAT EXPLAINS 
IWANAGA IT. 

LOOKS LIKE TO 
AN ARTIST WHO 

WOULD DRAW 

THOSE KINDS 

OF PICTURES. 


ACCURATE 
ASSESS- 


I MET HER, 
I’VE FACED 
DEATH MORE 
TIMES THAN I 
CAN COUNT. 








UM, THEN, 
IF IT’S ALL 
RIGHT... 


YOU MIND IF T 
TOOK JUST ONE 
PICTURE, OR 
EVEN JUST DID 
A SKETCH? 





¢ \ 
f \ 


NN 


N 
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OF COURSE, 




















T WONT 
PUBLISH IT 
nice. | OR POST 
ELS foe IT ON THE f 
\ y INTE Tos 
GOOD : NTERN Vs 





IDEA. 









3 7 MAKE SURE 
Sean ae TO ASK 
Lf vee] HER WHEN 
; x1 SHE WAKES 
UP, JUST IN 
CASE. 








YES, OF 
COURSES fee 











IWANAGA 
HAS ALWAYS 
LIKED 
NAPPING 
LIKE THIS. 























BUT HER 









AND THEN WORK HAS 
ite te a HAD pee wD Me 
DOING ALOT Wye) 
OMEWOR pa 


OF INVESTI- 


f 
ZA My 
@ CATING THESE x 


I’MEVEN ASSIGNMENTS 
HELPING HER TO FINISH, SO 
7 =WITHONE OF  SHE’S BEEN 

f| HER ASSIGN- BUSY ALL fees 
MENTS RIGHT MORNING. PEN 


J Now 





i \i! 







A : v ~ 
N (hv Noe 


| AV 























IF THERE’S 
TIME, WE’RE 
PLANNING TO 
RIDE TO THE 
LAST STATION 
RELAXING 
AT THE HOT 
SPRING 
THERE. 








SO WHERE 
ARE YOU TWO 
HEADING? 
















SHE HASN/T 
BEEN ABLE TO 
GET ENOUGH 

REST, SO I WANT 
TO FINISH OUR 
BUSINESS AS 
SOON AS WE 

CAN. 
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\" “WANAAAAAANSS 
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I GUESS 
THEY HAVE 
| SOMETHING 


























Be ee TO DO P| 

E SHOUD OY BEFORE THEY |... 
HE REALLY \. fm I GETTO f}.. 

JUST WAIT |  \ THE INN. J 


FOR HER TO Lo ; c= Aue 








































































































































Z LOOKS 

LIKE SHE'S 
SOUND 
ASLEEP 







WOULD 
LIKE TO 












I NOTICED 
YOU DON'T 
HAVE ANY 
PICTURES 
OF Al 
GUILLOTINE. 





































AN 

















YOU EVEN 
HAVE A 
JAPANESE 
CROSS. 












































BUT YOU 
DON’T HAVE ANY 
PICTURES OF A 
GUILLOTINE WITH 
A LUCKY CAT, 
AND THAT’S THE 
MOST FAMOUS 
AND IMPRESSIVE 
EXECUTION DEVICE 
THERE IS. 
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THINK IT’S 
THE MOST 


PICTUR- 
ESQUE. 


( f AUN 
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WELL, THE 
GUILLOTINE 
IS JUST TOO 
FAMOUS AS 

AN EXECUTION 

DEVICE. 





























ALTHOUGH aa 













I HAVE 
DONE A FAIR ye | Beal 
AMOUNT OF bit, NBKES M 
wera RESEARCH we cain 4 TO DRAW 
pops AND ON THEM, | lee 5 
FEW TEST HL, .\ 
PIECES. ae 
w | 





COME TO 








1 THERE WAS 
THAT CASE 
WHERE THE 
MURDERER 

USED A 

GUILLOTINE 
TO CUT THE 
HEAD OFF THE 

VICTIM’S BODY, 

REMEMBER? 























BUT THE KILLER 
TURNED HIMSELF \ 
IN, SO IT SOUNDS 
LIKE THEY DIDN’T 
HAVE ANY TROUBLE 
SOLVING THE 

CASE. 
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> oe na Ay 

A VN Ap 

<< AUHIAD 

















wKOJIRG AT NINE 
MIYAIGAWA IN THE 
MORNING 






FROM Y VILLAGE, 
D PREFECTURE, 
CALLED THE 
POLICE TO INFORM 
THEM THAT HE HAD 
KILLED A MAN IN 

N -HIS HOME. 





OFFICERS 
RACED TO 
HIS ESTATE, 
WHERE THEY 


1. KAUIRG'S DISCOVERED... 


BROTHER-IN- 


LAW, SADAO 
ASAME, LYING 
IN H ROOM 
WITH HIS 
HEAD CUT 
OFF. 





1 WHICH, 
; KAUIRO 
: j| EXPLAINED, 
| HE HAD USED 
TO SEVER 
HIS VICTIM'S 
HEAD. 











MY WIFE 
PASSED AWAY 
17 YEARS AGO, 
HE'S BEEN SADAO WAS 
COMING TO ——-HER YOUNGER 


ME FOR OVER BROTHER, 
A DECADE TO 
BEG ME FOR 

MONEY. 





ON THE EVENING 
OF MAY 20, 
SADAO HAD COME 
TO MY MANSION 
TO ASK FOR 
ANOTHER LOAN, 





aesssehebeseitheeeseaeee seit 


= 


ACCORD- 
ING TO HIS 
STATE- 
MENT... 








I HAVE MONEY 
BUT NO CHILDREN 
TO LEAVE IT TO, 
SO I OBLIGED 
BUT IT HAD HIM TO A CERTAIN 


BEEN GOING ON EXTENT. 
TOO LONG, AND 
LATELY IT HAD 
GOTTEN TO BE 
A SORE SPOT 
BETWEEN US, 
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To a \ 
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: | 't | 7 
| q oat ‘4 j. wt | : - 
ae ; y Ath i j s 
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\ | | 
THEY AT 
: ! 29% GOT INTO —y I 
@ ee ANOTHER Ui) 
HEATED : 
| ARGUMENT. r 
INA FIT Sy 
a VY K6uUIRSO ; 
Ya PUSHED 
\\K.| SADAO 
AWAY. 



































SADAO HIT 
THE BACK 
OF HIS 
HEAD HARD 
ON THE 
CORNER OF 
THE TABLE 
AND DIED. 





























“SESSRESE 

















= THE DEATH 

= =| DID SURPRISE 
K6UJIR6, BUT 

- =| IT DIDN'T 





















TAKE LONG 
FOR HIM 
THOUGHT TO DECIDE 
IT MIGHT BE TO TURN 
BETTER TO HIMSELF IN. 
DIE IN PRISON 
THAN ALONE 
IN HIS HOUSE. 












































I HAPPEN TO 
HAVE A BODY 
RIGHT HERE... 


iy 

i; i 
pace sii, ho ae a 
Y -raGhe ‘ f 





OWNED THIS 
AND ~~ GUILLOTINE 

HE HAD FOR SOME 

ALWAYS TIME. 

















YEARNED 
TO TEST IT, 

TO SEE IF 

GOING TO TURN IT COULD 

MYSELF IN ANYWAY. | REALLY 

IT WON'T MAKE MUCH We DECAPITATE 

DIFFERENCE IF A HUMAN. 

I ADD TO MY 


CRIMES. 





HAD BEEN 
que , |T/D NEVER MADE IN 
BEEN USED. JAPAN 
APPARENTLY, DURING 
IT CAME INTO THE MEIJI 
THE MIYAIGAWA ERA. 
FAMILY’S POS- 


—_ SS > ay 8 ee eee d . 
a3 AW 
YY ee) | 











» 


SESSION AT THE fete 
START OF THE “ 
SHOWA ERA, to, 


\ INTHE LATE /> 
LA TWENTIES. 
idea , wi : ) 

















THIS IS THE 
FIRST I’VE 
EVER HEARD OF 
A GUILLOTINE 
BEING MADE 
IN JAPAN. 


















































THEY NEVER 
GOT AS FAR AS 
MECHANIZING THE 
PROCESS LIKE 
IN THE WEST. 


AFTER THE 
Wy BEHEADING, \ 
THE EXECUTIONER 
COULD THENUSE \ 
THE VICTIM’S 
BODY TO TEST 
A NEW BLADE 
OR POLISH HIS 
SWORDSMAN- 


ONE, WE DID 
AWAY WITH 
CRUEL FORMS 
OF EXECUTIONS 
LIKE BURNING 
AT THE STAKE, 
CRUCIFIXION, 
PUBLIC 
EXHIBITION 


-\ OF CRIMINALS’ Aga 
EN HEADS, ETC. a 


OF CAPITAL 
PUNISHMENT IN 
JAPAN BACK 
IN THE EDO 
ERA. 


WE 
SAiy = JAPANESE 
7 “LOVE OUR 
AND SAMURAI 
THERE SWORDS. 


WAS EVEN 

A FAMILY 
THAT MADE A 
BUSINESS OF 
PERFORMING 
EXECUTIONS 


a FOR GENERP- 


BUT THEN 
WE GOT TO 
THE MEIJI ERA, 
AND SUDDENLY 
JAPAN WAS 
WESTERNIZING 
AND MODERN- Li 

IZING ITSELF. 


ll 








































































































THEY MIGHT 
HAVE THOUGHT 
IT WOULD BE 
DIFFICULT 
TO IMPORT A 

DECIDED GUILLOTINE, 
TO EXAMINE 
THE SHAPES, 
FUNCTIONS, 
AND DESIGNS 
INORDER 
TO MAKE 
ONE IN 
JAPAN. 





RESEARCH 






































































GUILLOTINES, 
AND OF 
eee I SAW SR TPE ae 
THE REPORTS Keo ors, See fa a 
ON THAT FUN & 
MURDER. V/V AR onan 
AUK 
AMM 
SO 
WHEN THEY 
DECIDED 
TO ADOPT 
WESTERN- 
STYLE 
MECHANICAL 
THEY BEHEAD- 
LOOKED INGS, 
INTO THE 
USE OF THE 
GUILLOTINE. 
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BUT BY AND 





| ) THEN THEY THAT'S 
: BEHEADINGS IN HOW THE 
a ot ee ce 
CRUEL AND GUILLOTINE 
SO LINUSUAL. 


EXECUTIONS 

BY DECAPITR- 

TION WERE TE 

DISCONTIN- omaeed 
WED. 



































I THINK 
THAT WAS 

IN THE 1STH 
YEAR OF THE 
MEIJI ERA, 









GUILLOTINE 
IT WAS THEY MADE 
PuT AWAY WAS NEVER 
WITHOUT USED FOR AN 
EVER EXECUTION. 
REMOVING 
A PERSON'S 
HEAD. 









SO THAT’S 2 | 
THE STORY dl \h 
OF THE | 
MIYAIGAWA 
y FAMILY’S 
Ge . JAPANESE 
= GUILLOTINE. 















ABOUT 20 
YEARS AGO, 
THERE WAS 
TALK OF THE 

LOOKS FAMILY 
LIKE THEY PDpONATING 


EVEN ITTOA 
EXAMINED MUSEUM. 
IT. 








SO IT’S 
EVEN BEEN 


| ae ACADEMICALLY 
BECAUSE \ rHAT THE 


S S : Koa sao lN 1 E THAT THE 
IT’S A RARE MEIJI ERA oUl OONE 
DEVICE WITH | AND HAD me 
HISTORICAL NO eauee 
VALLE. OF HAVING 
SO MAYBE ‘) : EVER BEEN 
IT WOULD BE A: 
BEST FOR 
THEM TO 
KEEP ITATA 
UNIVERSITY. 





BUT AT THE 
TIME, THEY 
DECIDED TO 
POSTPONE 
THE DONA- 
w UNTIL TION... 
AFTER 
KSJIRO’S 
DEATH, OR 
UNTIL HE 
DECIDED HE 
WAS READY TO 
LET GO OF IT. 


"ll fp Hie | NY 
f ; ~ ‘, 
/ AN } EN 
fi a U 5 
7. ji 





I GUESS 
\ =| THIS KSOJIRSG 
SS | WAS PRETTY 
y ATTACHED 
I’M EVEN TO THAT 
GETTING GUILLOTINE. 
ARTICLES 
ABOUT HOW 


WELL HE TOOK 
A GUILLOTINE CARE OF IT, 


THAT WAS MADE : AND HOW HE 
TO EXECUTE — WOULD PUT IT 
PEOPLE BLIT ON DISPLAY 
WAS NEVER 

LISED. 





ae 


rv 
SY 


pe 2b S. 
© LF 
a 





A} 


: re 


I’D ALSO 
BE CURIOUS 
TO SEE HOW 
FLAWLESSLY 

THE JAPANESE 

ARTISANS 

MADE IT. 


BE ABLE 
TO STOP 
HIMSELF... ? 


IN THAT 

CASE, I 

CAN UN- 
DERSTAND 
WANTING 
TO TRY IT 


OUT JUST 
TO SEE IF ONCE, 


IT WOULD 
DO ITS 
JOB. 


a 
S rage 
Ps ey, 


SO IF I HAD 
A BODY IN 
geen eae 
/ A i] 
IDON'T GOING TO 
THINK T’D TURN MYSELF 


BE ABLE 
BE ABLE IN ANYWAY, 


MYSELF 
FROM 
TRYING IT, 
EITHER. 





THAT’S 
WHAT IT 
SAYS 
HE SAID 
ABOUT 


AND NOW IT 


HE HAS NO 
REGRETS. 


BUT 

APPARENTLY, 
THE POLICE 
DOUBTED r 


RWRAANE 


‘3 


LERESHESSH 


KSJIRGO’S 
TESTIMONY 
AT FIRST. 


[ 


DELIBERATELY 


CUTTING A BODY'S i 
HEAD OFF WITHA = |g 
GUILLOTINE JUST 

DIDN’T SEEM 
NORMAL. 


‘THE 
GUILLOTINE 
SEVERED THE 
HEAD IN ONE 
CLEAN CHOR” 


/ IT SOUNDED 


LIKE HE WAS 
HIDING 
SOMETHING. 


* 
. 


“Ap 
Ui 


























































| AND THE 
as VICTIM'S 

"=| BEHAVIOR aus 
| “in IN LIFE WAS ‘QT ) BUT THEY 
my TUN Exactly ; DID AN 
= AS KSJIRO Sb AUTOPSY. | 
FT wy THE CALISE | 
7 COULDN’T AND TIME 

FIND ANY = OF DEATH 

RERSON NY , KSJIRG’S 

TO DOUBT «c YS TESTIMONY. /f i 

HIM. | | | 


SO THE 
= POLICE DECIDED 
li TO INVESTIGATE 
ON CHARGES OF 
aA ACCIDENTAL 
l HOMICIDE OR 
oN as MANSLAUGHTER, 
: _..\. AND MUTILATION 
OF A CORPSE. 


iN 


> | 








IT LOOKS LIKE 
THEY HAVEN’T 
SENTENCED HIM 
YET, BUT I DON’T 










THINK THEY’LL Mpirrmnhi 
PUNISH HIM FOR PUR 

MUCH WORSE } y 

THAN THAT. p ; 


SNe AA 
VAL ye 
pla 


? | } 
aN 






MAYBE WE 
SHOULDN'T 


ONE TIME, 
ON A RAINY 
DAY, SHE FELL 
ASLEEP AT A 
FAST FOOD 


PLACE... 





I’M NOT 
SURE WE 


TALKING 
LIKE THIS. 





in HOW 
CAN YOU 
SLEEP IN A 
PLACE LIKE 
THIS? 











DO 
MOUNTAIN 
YAMS IN FAST 
FOOD PLACES 
THESE DAYSP 


THINK MAYBE 
OF TREATMENT 
FREQUENTLY? 





WOKE UP. 








WELL, 
MOUNTAIN YAM 
SHOVED IN 



















SENPAI! 


Vy Have A) OH, THAT 

Q Gy Ca = WAS A 
sof PROD, SOMETHING = DIFFERENT 
: yy INCIDENT. 

























































































































































































I = !, 
; WZ 


fe 7 THEY 
4 SAY THAT 

= JAPANESE 

Rey 4 MOUNTAIN 

: YAMS ENHANCE 


YOUR SEX 
DRIVE. 





EA GRIND Bf ; 


GIVE YOU 
ENERGY, 






SURELY 
THERE'S A 
TASTIER WAY 
TO PREPARE 


GLURGH... 





Mts , SELLE Slolscatetetet otetetel lederetee oma SOSH NSS 








MIND — |: lM) ENHANCE... | EA 


DRIVE? 
I HAVE LET THIS 

TO TAKE GO ON. |. Sone ais 
CONTROL \f ; ; gh OVE Nees : 
Spe Ware 
CONVER- ; ; = 
SATION. 











A TSUKUMO- 


j Let SAY ea 
WHEN A TOO 
OR UTENSIL HAS : MAYBE IT 
S WILL MAKE 
BEEN AROUND 
THE MOST 
FOR AT LEAST ie Mos! 
100 YEARS, IT | 


| SAY IT'S A 
AND IT WILL Spipn O TOOL OR 
BECOME A KIND = UTENSIL 
OF MONSTER ae YOKAI. 
WITH F/MIND OF oe 
ITS OWN THAT 
CAN MOVE AND 
ACT FREELY. 


Se es : 
YOULL SEE \ \X. ARE PICTUR 
BIWA, KOTO, \ 1. Swe = SCROIS 
POTS, AND PANS MSV | | DEPICTING 
MARCHING | | 4 \ DEMON 
NEWLY : co Seay ae ope 
SPROUTED 
LIMBS AND 
FACES. 
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JUST 
BECAUSE 
SOMETHING’S 
OLD DOESN'T 
: MEAN IT WILL 
iN f 3 TURN INTO A 
BUTI U< (afl % TSUKUMO- 
HAVE HEARD : oe / GAMI. 
THAT TOOLS AND‘ Pe” 
LITENSILS THAT ARE 
TAKEN ESPECIALLY 
GOOD CARE OF, 
OR, ON THE OTHER 
HAND, ARE NOT TAKEN 
CARE OF AT ALL, ARE 
MORE LIKELY TO 
TRANSFORM. 


sf 


4. 
{ 
ie, 





















SO DON’T : 
YOU THINK ZI || : 
SOMETHING Yj), \\QNY | vs = 
MADE RIGHT 1/4 NSN | al 

WHEN THEY 

STOPPED 
BEHEADINGS 
IN THE MEIJI 
ERA... 













IT’S BEEN \. 
ALMOST A 
HUNDRED AND 
FIFTY YEARS 
SINCE THE 
















BEGINNING ‘\ ie 
OF THE MEIJI ' : Dis) 
MIGHT —s- HB N77 SE ee 
HAVE | Oe eee 
BECOME A 
TSUKUMO- 
VARS ©6GAMIAGES 


AGO? 






















































































THE GUILLOTINE 
IN THE MIYAIGAWA 
ESTATE HAS BEEN 
A TSUKUMOGAMI 
FOR DECADES. 


N\y 


KILLER AND | eT esti 
THE VICTIM 
WEREN’T THE 
ONLY ONES 
PRESENT IN 
THIS CASE. 
TSUKUMO- 
GAMI WAS 
PARTY TO THE 
ME. INCIDENT 
LE AS WELL. 


ae 
Wie 





THE 
THING IS, 
Ge Pp of > IWANAGA 
ee f HERE... 


NN 
ZX \ 
ee 


IT’S HER JOB‘ 
TO CONSULT 
WITH SPECTRES, 
LIKE YOKAI AND 
MONSTERS, AND 
SOLVE THEIR 
PROBLEMS 


OF THAT \ 

GUILLOTINE N 
CAME TO | 
SEE HER. 


p 











“COULD | Fy UNDERSTAND \i 


eee : WHY KOJIRO FS 
THE TRUTH ||7/ espEciALLy \ NOvuEC: Co 
OF THIS y CONFUSED i WHEN THE 
MATTER?” | fj} ABOUT WHY POLICE CAME 
a HE SAID HE pes TO GET 
CUT OFF HIS oe 7 a\ HIM” 
BROTHER-IN- fy Pi } 
LAW'S HEAD.” / 





HE 
WANTED TO 
NAME HIMSELF 
AFTER THE 
LENGTH OF HIS 
BLADE, WHICH 
SHI-SUN.* 


REMENTS, CLO 


KSJIRG 
DID USE THE 
GUILLOTINE TO 
DECAPITATE HIS 
BROTHER-IN- 


THE 


GUILLOTINE 
ITSELF SAID 


SO, SO IT 
MUST BE 
TRUE. 


























WAY, THE 
GUILLOTINE 
TSUKUMO- 

GAMI... 


CALLED 
ITSELF 
J, SHIN 
W/ SHIRO. 


THREE 
FEET, FOUR 
INCHES... 


THAT 16 
THE LENGTH 
OF THAT 
GUILLOTINE’S § 
BLADE, BUT fe 
STILL... 





, pelle, 
WEE 
(, 
aS eae 














.. 1 


THIS STAGE, 
IT DIDN/T 


WHAT GOES 
THROUGH A 
GUY'S HEAD 
TO MAKE HIM 
| DELIBERATEL 
accorone ||| \"eeueana 
Pai | \ CORPSE? 
STATEMENT... 


SANSHIRG 
DIDN/T 
KNOW WHAT 
WOULD BE 
ALL RIGHT. 


EVENTU- 
ALLY, THE 
POLICE 
TOOK 
HIM IN AS 
EVIDENCE. 





HE ALWAYS 
WANTED TO TRY 
CUTTING OFF A 
HEAD WITH THE 

GUILLOTINE, 


THAT’S 
WHAT I 
HEARD, 
ANYWAY, 


: 
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aera, 


te Nt, 
a ea 


























eel 
Lit 





| P| WHEN SANSHIRG 
KORY “Ag THE GUILLOTINE 
ol ie HEARD THIS, HE 
: ue | KNEW INSTANTLY 
THAT IT WAS A LIE. 


“IT SHOULD | 7 

BE ALL VN KOJIRO 
RIGHT NOW,” ) SAYING... 
SEEMED LIKE 

A TOTAL 

MYSTERY. 
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PagPour 


SANSHIRG 
NEEDED 
ANSWERS, 
SO HE SNUCK 
STORAGE IN 
TORAGE | 
AND CAME THE MIDDLE 


TO SEE 
OF THE 





YOU KEEP 
GOING 
ON ABOUT 
TSUKUMO- 
GAMI... 























's Ye/ Fiesr fami) ARE | 
" pe , 
| YOU'RE ALL Sey Ad 


RIGHT? 











| , ZAG » Xe : YOU'RE 
YEA || | : TALKING 
Yj Gy Zz SSE LIKE THIS 


NN a ; ALL HAS 
| : . Sy @ Be) SOMETHING 
Z : : = TO DO 
ZW CSA) “ess WITH ME. 








Ca. IT DOES HAVE 
ARS SOMETHING 


THE es =| TODOWITH 
GUILLOTINE . YOU. 

TSUKUMOGAMI 
REMEMBERS 

YOU, TOO. 





you 
COULD SAY 


THAT YOU 


ARE AT 
THE HEART 


OF THIS 
SERIES OF 
MYSTERIES. 
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( ’ wee ay 


SL/ 





























































i, —— Sy YOUR 

| | FATHER 

| | : FORGOT THIS. 

; a fl WOULD YOU 

A AND | TAKE IT TO 

| PLEASE wy’ | HIM? 

| DON’T DO 

Gul\ ANYTHING 

ll \ RUDE. ) Lf HE'S | 

\ | Sef AT THE i an 
| 3 MIYAIGAWEA {ill ||. 

MANSION, / 


























































































































































































































































































































SEE IT, I’M apts aie 
AMAZED AT —— id ae 
HOW BIG fg 

IT 18. ae, 
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ye | PERFECT 
oN Fy TIMING. 
act iy Neale 
Po aN 
a 
ae as = 
Wf 
Y), THE 
/ TATAMI ROOM 
IN THE BACK? 
WHICH ONE IS 


THAT? 





: Sie SO aes ’ 
"ef g oan 8 SAYOKO, 
















































































































































































































DAD, YOU 
FORGOT 
( ( TH / S. 


iN! Lat 
(ap S 
ti , 


vy 
om” 


WOULD YOU 
TAKE THIS 
BONSAI TO THE 
TATAMI ROOM 
IN THE BACK? 


AND BE 
CAREFUL, 


IF YOU DROP 
THAT, YOU COULD 
WORK HERE 
FOR FREE YOUR 
WHOLE LIFE AND 
STILL NEVER PAY 
BACK WHAT IT’S 
WORTH, 




















BOBO 
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SW 





IT MAKES 
THE EXECUTION 
APPARATUS 
LOOK BEAUTIFUL 
AND FRIENDLY, 
DOESN'T ITP 












































I THOUGHT 
PEOPLE WOULD 
THINK THE 
GUILLOTINE BY 
ITSELF WOULD BE 
BUT HOW A MORBID AND 
DOES IT UNLUCKY THING 
LOOK WITH TO DECORATE 
THE LUCKY WITH, 





YOU MIND 
IF I TOOK 
A PICTUREP 


IF THAT'S 
Al PROBLEM, 
I COULD 
JUST DOA 
SKETCH! 


YOU CAN 
REALLY SEE 
THE ELEGANT 
DESIGN OF THE 
MACHINE! 





























THE ROUNDNESS 
OF THE LUCKY CAT 
DRAWS OUT THE 
BEAUTY OF THE 
STRAIGHT LINES IN 
THE GUILLOTINE. 
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SNEAKED 
IN, SO MY 
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HAPPENED. 
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TRANSLATION NOTES 


Already June, page 4 

While June is a very, very late time of year to someone in the United States 
school system (so late that they might as well not bother trying to get more 
club members), in Japan the school year starts in April. It's late enough that 

a club would have a hard time recruiting, as most students will have already 
decided how to spend their time after school, but not so late that adding to their 
numbers would be pointless. 


Dans in judo and kendo, page 8 

Dan ranks in Japanese martial arts are the ones that come after the kyd, or 
beginning, ranks. In judo, this means that Manabu has a black belt, although 
the degree of black belt is not stated. He has made it to a similarly high level in 
kendo (Japanese fencing), but kendo doesn’t use belts to show ranks. 


The go-home club, page 9 

In Japan, almost every student in school is in a club (at some schools, it’s 
required). Usually, the clubs are divided into two categories: und6ébu, or athletic 
clubs (including all the sports teams), and bunkabu, or culture clubs (including 
art, music, literature, etc.). There is one final category of clubs, and that’s the 
category for people who haven't joined any club—the kitakubu, or go-home club. 
Members of this club use their extracurricular time to go home. 


Japanese cross, page 91 

As the reader may expect, the Japanese cross was used 

for crucifixion, but Japan had its own unique version of the 

punishment. After parading the condemned through town on 

horseback, the executioners would tie him to the cross, or 

haritsukedai, and spear him from both sides before delivering 

a final blow to the throat. 

YOU EVEN 
HAVER | 

JAPANESE | 
CROSS. 





DO YOU 


THINK MAYBE 


I'S THAT KIND) \ Onsen manju, page 105 
OF TREATMENT Ah : ’ 
THAT BRINGS | Manju are a kind Japanese dumpling, witha 


YOU SO CLOSE | sweet red bean filling. At hot spring resorts, 
TO DEATH SO | ; 
FREQUENTLY? | tourists can buy onsen manju, or “hot spring 

dumplings,” which are made with wheat 


} flour and brown sugar. 





























Biwa and koto, page 108 Se 
These are both types of traditional Japanese musical bo GS | DEPICTING 
instruments. The biwa is a type of lute (any string G+ VEMON 
instrument with a neck), and the koto is a plucked ££ 
stringed instrument, where 13 strings are stretched 
over a wooden body. 
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HE TRIED 
TO EXPLAIN IT 
AWAY WITH THAT 
RIDICULOUS 
STORY ABOUT A 
TSUKUMOGAMI, 
BUT HE DEFINITELY 
KNOWS MY 
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AND THERE 
ARE PLENTY 


OF HARMLESS ||; SINCE THEN, 
YOKAI ALL WE'VE HAD 


OVER THE YOU UNDER 
CONSTANT 
SURVEILLANCE. 














THEY LET US 
KNOW YOU 
WERE HERE. 


BUT MAN, 
KEEPING UP 


IWANAGA 
ISN’T EXACTLY 
THE ATHLETIC 

TYPE, SOT 
THINK SHE/LL 
CATCH UP WITH 
US LATER. 


SO he rt Rue Rie { ae ; ¥ em 
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I GUESS 
PEOPLE REALLY 
DO HAVE THOSE 

STRANGE HUNCHES, 
THOSE FEELINGS 
OF FORE- 
BODING. 


Fy = T REALLY 
“s| WASN’T SURE 
HOW I WAS 
GOING TO 
BRING THIS 
ALL UP. 





ee OF 
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I WAS 
RIGHT TOIL 
THINK THAT 
THERE WAS 
SOMETHING 

UNLUCKY | | te a 
ABOUT HER. / || \ (fas 


BUT WHY 
DID YOU 
MAKE UP ALL 
THOSE STO- 
RIES ABOUT 
] | TSUKUMO- 
I DIDN'T GAMI AND 


MAKE 2 
THEM UP. MONSTERS: 


ARE YOU AND YOU 
TRYING TO FELT LIKE 
PRESSURE IWANAGA IS 
ME INTO A UNLUCKY 

CONFES- BECAUSE SHE 

SION? /S UNLUCKY. 
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REQUEST OF 4a NOT HERE TO police. 
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4 DR. JOSEPH- 
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I 
HAVE TO 
CALL AN 

AMBL- 
LANCE/ 





I HAVEN’T 
INTRO- [- 
DUCED 
MYSELF. 


MY NAME IS 
KOTOKO 
IWANAGA. 


I DEEPLY | 2a BUNGLING 
APOLOGIZE Z SENPAI 

ON HIS ff 4 HAS BEEN 

BEHALF. | TERRIBLY 


NOW THEN, 
I THINK IT’S 
TIME WE DID 
GET TO THE 
POINT. 
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0 OID KOUIRO 
MIYAIGAHWA USE 
Al GUILLOTINE TO 
REMOVE SADHO 
ASHMAV’S HEAD 
FROM HIS 





WE NEED 
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' THIS GIRL 
IS HERE TO 
EXPOSE 
MY CRIME. 
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POLICE THAT 
HE KILLED 
SADAO IN AN 












— A il 


SO, SINCE 
HE’D ALWAYS 
WANTED TO TRY 
IT, HE TOOK THE 
OPPORTUNITY 
TO SEE IF HIS 
GUILLOTINE 
COULD ACTUALLY 
DECAPITATE 
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IN WHICH 
CASE, WHAT DID 
KSOJIRG MEAN, 
AT THE TIME OF 
THE BEHERDING, 
WHEN HE UTTERED, 
‘IT SHOULD BE ALL 
RIGHT NOW’? 


THIS WAS 
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QUESTION 
FOR ME. 
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HEARING THIS 
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DIDN’T START 
ANG TO WONDER 
“ah WHAT WOULD 
pean SUPPOSEDLY BE 
\ ALL RIGHT UNTIL 
AFTER HE BECAME 
AWARE OF THE LIE. 











ANSWERED 
ME THUS: 


THE GUILLOTINE 
WAS USED ON 
THE MURDERED 
SADAO ASAMA 
THIS PAST MAY, 
BUT TEN YEARS 
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‘I KNOW 
BECHUSE 
K6UIRO HAD 
ALREADY SEEN 
THE GUILLOTINE 
USED ON A 
BODY, ABOUT 
TEN YEARS 
AGO,” HE 
SAID. 





I COULD 
NEVER FORGET IT! 
IT WAS MY FIRST JOB! 
I REMEMBER IT LIKE 
IT WAS YESTERDAY! 
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I PUT 
MY HEART 
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BECAUSE I AM pb ig YEARS OLD, 

A TSUKUMOGAM! WAVE IT DOESN’T 


THAT I WAS ABLE 
TO DISPLAY SUCH 
EXTRAORDINARY 
ABILITY! 


SOME MATTER HOW 
DIFFICULTY WELL IT’S BEEN 
SEVERING MAINTAINED. 


A HUMAN 
NECK. 









SO HE WAS 
LYING WHEN 
HE SAID THAT HE 
ALWAYS WANTED 
TO TRY IT. 


WITH THERE... 
ANOTHER 
PERSON— 
A WOMAN 
WHO WAS 
HELPING 






THEY USED 
MY BLADE TO 
CUT HIS ARMS, 
HIS LEGS, EVEN 
HIS TORSO. 


COULD YOU 
NOT TALK 
ABOUT SUCH 
DISTURBING 
TOPICS IN MY 


AND 
WHEN I WAS 
PUT TO WORK 
S| TEN YEARS 
AGO... 





DIDN’T 
ONLY CUT 
OFF THE 
MAN’S 
HEAD. 
















sSesttes 
nex’, 





Sonor eit es 
Ee onan 


oe, 


S, 
Seog 


s 
gSe50 
FERS OS, 


us 
~O 
ZOE 
OF 
kK 
Iriya 
AGe 
ais 


TS 
Keeeacenats 





aS ry ‘ 

Oy x? 
AT <? 
Ly ie 4s 


~ 


aS 
SEASON 


Soc 





ee 


em 2S 


eo RIS 
an 


<I 


WOMAN WHO 
WAS WITH 
HIM AT THE 
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AIND THE 
BODY YOU AND 
KOU/IRO CUT 
INTO PIECES 
TEN YEARS HGO 
BELONGED TO 
YOUR FATHER, 
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DISPOSE 
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MAN. 
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BUT IF YOU Ne / ONE PIECE, IT 
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EVEN MORE TRUE 
WHEN ONLY THE 
BONES REMAIN. 
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WOULDN'T BE 
MUCH OF A CLUE IF 
IT WAS DAMAGED 
ENOUGH. 


TO DIS- 
MANTLE A 
CORPSE. 
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FAILED TO 
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I KILLED 
MY FATHER. 
I DIDN'T 
MEAN TO. 


I HATED 
THE IDEA 
OF BEING 
CHARGED 
FOR ANY 
CRIME 

AGAINST 
THAT MAN. 
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NO ONE SAW Es 
US TRANS- OR THE MURAL 
PORTING THE MANSION. € 
BODY, OR tte 
SLICING IT UR i 


eA 

















t = L425 44, Sale 
— ( ‘ £4 
iaeee s ee a é im <P 
WE ENDED 
uP sad oe 
PIECES OR SO, 
ya FIND OVER THE 
ALL THE COURSE OF 
SEVERAL DAYS, 
WAY TO THE WE TOOK 
Ge THEM INTO THE 
WE SPREAD MOUNTAINS AND 
‘ BURIED THEM. 
. | THEM OUT ABS |, 
FAR AS WE 
° COULD. 













6 te sai g 
RAS WE TOOK 
tiga. EVERY : 
ye PRECAUTION 
oat TO MAKE 

Malle ie =e SURE NO ONE 
ee ‘ * ae WOULD EVER 
ll eee IDENTIFY THE 


A CLOSE, I 
GRADUATED 
HIGH SCHOOL 
AIND IMME- 
DIATELY 
LEFT THE 
VILLAGE. 




















ti—|  KO6UIRO-SAN 
_ 4 EVEN BURIED 
Heueé| SOME PIECES 
IN HIS GARDEN, 
ei TO DISPOSE 
OF AFTER 
THEY HAD 
DECOMPOSED 
TO JUST BONES. | 


- pW 
ae 



























I DION’T 
| HAVEA 
JOB, AND I 






MY FATHER 






















HAD GIVEN 
IN TO HIS BUT I HAD 
| FI = ALCOHOLISM ALWAYS & 
9 LEFT THE ND STOPPED BEEN 
VILLAGE, WORKING PLANNING 
Oi. LONG TO LEAVE 
4 THINK THAT as ANYWAY. 

I'D JUST 





RUN AWAY. aN i — 


4 | 


| | [ ! : <i is 
i : \\ pl 
ro 


I NEVER 
WENT 
BACK 
AFTER 


Ge we c teats 
by eekes partes 
ixeae ae ¢ 










THAT’S 



























SHE’S STILL SANSHIRO IT’S BEEN 
GOING ON YOU WERE TOLD ME. TEN YEARS SINCE 
ABOUT THAT || | FOLLOWING I LEFT, AND I 
TSUKUMO- KOJIRO’S HAVEN'T SPOKEN 
INSTRUC- TO ANYONE FROM 
TIONS, THE VILLAGE, 
INCLUDING 


KOJIRGO-SAN. 
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Yih ee scree 
f f 
VAN y 
yet 
y iy a 
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AND OF CASH 
TOLD TOHELP 






































TAKE ILEFT, 


CARE 

















wel WANT 
YOU TO CUT 
ALL TIES WITH 
MY FAMILY 
AND WITH THE 
VILLAGE. 















oe -_ MY 
FATHER COULD 
DISAPPEAR, AND 
NO ONE WOULD 
LOOK FOR HIM, 
OR EVEN THINK 
ANYTHING 
WAS WRONG. 





















re THE NEWS 

WAS REPORTING 
THAT K6OuUIRO- 
SAN HAD BEEN 

ARRESTED. 


BUT HE HAD 
USED THE 
GUILLOTINE 
AIND THEN 
LIED 
ABOUT 
WHY. 


I WAS 


CON- 
FUSED. 


ONE MONTH 





AS 
LONG AS 


















AGO, I GOT NO ONE 
HOME FROM DISCOVERED 
Al LATE-NIGHT THE BODY, I 
SHIFT AND WOULD BE 
FELL ASLEEP ABSOLUTELY 
WHEN I SAFE. 
WOKE UF.., 










I WAS 
AFRAID 
WE’D 
MISSED 
SOMETHING 


I THOUGHT 
THAT THEY’D 
FOUND My 
FATHER’S 
BODY, THEY’D 
IDENTIFIED IT 
AND TRACED 
IT BACK TO 
HIM. 


THEN IT 
TURNED 
OUT HE WAS 
ARRESTED 
FORA 
DIFFERENT 
MURDER. 








YOU 
WOULD KNOW 
ENOUGH TO 
HAVE THE SAME 
QUESTION AS 
SANSHIRS, 


KSJIRGO’S 
TESTIMONY 
ABOUT THE p 


2 N YW an \\ 
MURDER OF : N—<(( 
SADAO ASAMA iL AAaxs (\ Ny 


WAS ALMOST 
COMPLETELY 


AS OP HS. : HAD HAD AN 


HE IS, KAJIRG 
WOULD HAVE A ‘ Zz biorti He’ 
DIFFICULT TIME : key BROTHER- 
RUNNING FROM [|< [eeu IN-LAW, AND 
THE POLICE. oe ACCIDENTALLY 
& KILLED HIM. / 


= Ss é Tt COULD TRY 
WAS ONLY A Sil 4 TOHIDE THE 
MATTER OF ——, il BODY, BUT 
TIME BEFORE fee 7/7) Rd UNLIKE YOUR 
HE WAS a HA FATHER, 
ARRESTED. y | at SADAO 
= | / HAD NOT CUT 
THEREFORE, a a HIMSELF OFF 
HE IMMEDIATELY ae | FROM SOCIETY. 
DECIDED TO__pprrarrfiiei PEOPLE WOULD 
TURN ores | iZa2 NOTICE IF HE 
| IN. | 


DISAPPERRED. 
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SANSHIRSG DID 
OBSERVE THIS, 
ALTHOUGH 
ONLY IN BITS 
AND PIECES. 
































LONG ARE 
YOU GOING 
TO KEEP 
TALKING LIKE 
GUILLOTINE 
TSUKUMO- 
GAMI ARE 
A REAL 
THING? 


~ 
Wh 


KSJIRG 
DECIDED TO 
CONFESS, 
AND THEN... 


USED THE 
GUILLOTINE 
TO BEHEAD 

























































































I KNOW 
HAT YOU’/RE 
THINKING, 
BUT THERE 
WOULD BE 

NO WAY FOR 
ME TO KNOW 
ALL OF THIS 
IF SANSHIRG 
DIDN’T EXIST. 











SURELY YOU 
HAVE SOME 
INKLING OF 
THE TRUTH, 
SAYOKO- 
SAN? 








ELEMENTARY, 
MY DEAR 
ARTIST. 


KOUIRO USED 
THE GUILLOTINE 


TO DECAPITATE 
Al BODY FOR THE 
SAME REASON 
HE USED IT TEN 
YEARS AGO— 
TO HIDE YOUR 
CRIME. 





CONSIDERING 
HIS AGE, IF HE 
HAD TO SERVE 
TIME, HE MIGHT 
DIE IN JAIL. 


EVEN IF 
HE DIDN’T, HIS 
FAMILY MIGHT 
COME RLONG 
AND REDISTRIBUTE 
HIS PROPERTY 
WHILE HE WAS IN 
PRISON. 


I SUSPECT THE 
THOUGHT OCCURRED 
TO KOJIRG THAT THE 

GUILLOTINE MIGHT 
END UP EXPOSING 
YOUR CRIME. 


THERE MIGHT 
STILL BE TRACES 
ON IT THAT IT 
HAID BEEN USED 
ON A HUMAN 
BODY. 


KSJIRG 
WAS 
GOING 
TO TURN 
HIMSELF 


THE 
GUILLOTINE, 
SPECIFICALLY, 
HAD BEEN 


PROMISED 
AND HIS “to q mi- 


RELATIVES 
WOULD SEUM. 
LIKELY 

LET IT GO 

WITHOUT A 




































WITH 

























TODAY'S 
SCIENTIFIC ane Hearne 
ANALYSIS, WE 
Area HAS BEEN LISED 
CAN TELL I ON A PERSON, AN 
BLOOD Is, AND IE THE EXPERT CAN TELL 
etHey HUMAN, BN POSTS ARE BY LOOKING AT 
COLLECT IT IS. STAINED WITH Tee eae 
THE DNA, THEY HUMAN BLOOD, HOW MUCH 













CAN EVEN T’/VE HEARD THAT ‘IT’S BEEN 
IDENTIFY WHO NO AMOUNT OF POLISHED. 
IT BELONGS WIPING WILL 





EVER CLEAN IT 
ALL OFF. 


TO. 


AFTER YOU 
USED THE 

























GUILLOTINE 

TO CHOP UP 

Mm supe YOUR FATHER 

BUT IF YOU WIPED ea 
SOMEBODY ALL THE 
ELSE IS GOING 
TO OWN IT, I CAN 

UNDERSTAND 
THE ANXIETY. 








: 
we 


aa 


/ | : 





U(r aS ee) MELE 

| (EON tn by. TRACES 

MOST OF ALL, oe Say I oIRACES 
THE GUILLOTINE ashy mA AT OR FLESH 

SCHOLARLY EXAMI- eam Sc? lh eet ee 


NATION 20 YEARS | 
AGO—ONE WHICH Fy? y. 3 = 

DETERMINED THERE [#2 = J _ WHAT IF 
WERENO SIGNS F£- “ CUTTING UP 


WHAT IF IT’S 


THAT ITHAD EVER [SY AMANHAD BODY 

BEENUSEDONA £ <= Ss \  NICKEDOR OIL: 
HUMAN BODY. 42°; | <= TARNISHED 
ee | Ze THE BLADEP 











HE 
COULDN’T 
BE SURE THE 
MUSEUM OR 
UNIVERSITY 
IT WENT TO 
WOULDN'T 
EXAMINE IT 
AGAIN. 





ee lT 
WOULD RAISE 
SUSPICIONS 
THAT THE 
GUILLOTINE HAD 
BEEN USED FOR 
A CRIME SINCE 
THE PREVIOUS 
ANALYSIS. 


Fr . 
oD Lakh 


se 


—— 


J ake 
at 


BEEN ON 
DISPLAY AS 
A VALUABLE 
OBJECT OF 

SURELY STUDY. 

SEVERAL 

PICTURES 

HAD BEEN 

TAKEN OF 


THE SECOND 
EXAMINATION 
TURNED UP 
SIGNS THAT 
IT HAD BEEN 
USED ON A 
PERSON... 


THEN WHAT 
IF A PIECE 
OF THE 









































THE CHAIN 











REACTION 








WOULD UPROOT 





YOUR PAST 
MURDER AND 
LEAD THEM 
RIGHT TO 


BODY WAS 
DISCOV- 
ERED, 


OUT THAT 
SOMEONE IN 
KSJIRO’S 











NEIGHBOR- 











HOOD HAD 








DISAP- 











PEARED? 









































K6uUIRO CREATED AND SO, 

A SITUATION IN TO ELIMINATE 
WHICH IT WOULDN'T EVERY SINGLE 
BE STRANGE AT ALL POSSIBILITY, 
TO FIND SIGNS THAT 

THE GUILLOTINE HAD 
BEEN USED ON A 






IF HE COULD | 
ee | /) 
THAT, HE { ff i 

DIDN'T CARE IF Ly 
SO HE 4) oanp He MUTILATION OF p< "BA 
DECIDEDTO ~ _Al| yeep tye A CORPSE WAS me 
HIDE THE 1 BUILLOTINE ADDED TO HIS <> A 
OLD CLUES || to Remove CHARGES. A 
BY COVERING | . SADAO’S 4 ( 
THEM WITH HEAD. ' ) 


NEW CLUES. 


IF HE CUT 
OFF SADAO'S 
HEAD TO 
ERASE THE 
TRACES OF 
—_ | neo HN 
LL NOW | venrs Aco.. 
CD Z 


% : SESE 
d ee ? i tiie 
see f ieee peer 

s ; ‘ x setstoateensets 














AND NOW, 








‘NOW 














































. EVERYONE WILL 
| SANS CRIME EXPECT TO FIND 
af WILL REMAIN TRACES THAT THE 
GUILLOTINE HAD 

UNEXPOSED. 
THEY WON'T BEEN USED, 
IT SHOULD BE 
ALL RIGHT” THINK THERE'S 
ar AN THING 
TRANGE ABOUT 
alle IT, AND THEY 
yi WON'T EXAMINE 
MEANT. THE ISSUE 


FURTHER, 





































































































AND 
af ALTHOUGH 
IT WAS A 
CORPSE, 
YOU HAVE 
Ey es / 
/ THEY MIGHT DO / IT'S Br ad 
POSSIBLE 
IT ANYWAY BECAUSE 
THAT THE MUSEUM 
OF YOUR VALUE, 
OR UNIVERSITY 
BUT THEY MAY JUST 
aa Be MIGHT NOT BE 
THAT 
STORAGE WITHOUT INTERESTED IN 
IN ITSELF TAKING IN A USED 
WOULD BE ae atla GUILLOTINE, | 
AN IDEAL 
SITUATION 
FOR | 
K6uIRO, = Ly : 
















UNTIL 10 YEARS 
AGO, IT WAS TRUE 















AND IF HE CAN 
Pel. auc aavep GIVE A PLAUSIBLE 
pES Lisa EXPLANATION TO 
GUILLOTINE, Bl Acme 
AND THE = SOIT WASN'T IT, THEN PROBLEM 
POLICE ARE ENTIRELY A LIE. SOLVED. 









Mi 
SEE 


NOT LIKELY TO 
SEE THE TRUTH (pga ws Bd ZO 
BEHIND THE > LAL = ie > j EZ 






STATEMENT, fo ee 
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I KNEW 
yOU COULD 
HELP ME, 
My LADy!/ 





BUT YOUR 
CONCLU- 
SION IS 
A LIE. 


IT CAN‘T 
POSSIBLY 
BE THE 
TRUTH. 


THAT DOES 
SOUND LIKE 
SOMETHING 
KOJIRO 
WOULD DO. 


SANSHIRG 
HAD ENOUGH 
: INFORMATION 
fN his di YP FOR ANYONE 


ye) ak ( keg TO FIGURE 


THAT OUT. 


BUT, BEING 
A MONSTER, 


THERE ARE SOME 


ASPECTS OF THE 
INNER WORKINGS 
OF HUMAN HEARTS 

AND HUMAN 
SOCIETY THAT 
HE CAN’T QUITE 
FATHOM. 





AND 
YOUR 
BASIS 

FOR THIS 









J \ | ball \ 
hy 


ly FIRST \ (ie Lae \ = 
THING I ' : f=) | THE NEWS 
THOUGHT TY Beene 
OF WAS ABOUT 
WHETHER OR . K6JIRS- 


NOT THEY’D SAN’S 
ee . Bo ea 
ME. : 
























































AFRAID THAT, 


wKOJIRO-SAN AFTER THIS 

WOULD TELL THE INCIDENT... 
POLICE THAT 

~ 7) HE WANTED TO 

HAPPENED [<= IM Nom | ATONE FOR THAT 
TOHIM. SoS A <7 CRIME OF 10 
sie \ mm | YEARS AGO. 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Z HE WAS 

Z4 WILLING TO 
S| ADD TOHIS 
ce CRIME, AND 











S22) PUNISHMENT 
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AND 
IT WOULD 
MEAN HE 

BEHEADED 
A MAN TO 
PROTECT 
THAT EVIL 

WOMAN/ 

























































































THEORY ISN’T 
FALSE, THEN I 
HAVE TO ADMIT 


TERRIBLE HUMAN 
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SO IT 
HAS TO 
BE A LIE. 
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if ( W 
Sat cin ba 














< . KSJIRO 
I/MSUREHE \ 5/ sp Z ADVISED YOU 


Tgie* TO ABANDON 
DOESN’T WANT |\ ¥ . 
YOU TO WORRY / ' YOUR PAST. 
ABOUT HIM 
OVER THIS. 


AND I 
DOUBT 
HE’LL SEEK 
REPAYMENT. 


YOU MAY 
HAVE BEEN 

| IKE A 

<| DAUGHTER 




















OR MAYBE, 
DESPITE YOUR 
DIFFERENCE 
IN AGE, HE 
. THOUGHT OF : 
YOU DID SHARE YOU AS A CLOS 
HIS EXCITEMENT FRIEND. 
OVER THE JUXTA- 
POSITION OF A 
GUILLOTINE 
AND A LUCKY 
CAT. 






















mee | HE WAS 
ae ONLY DOING 
SOMETHING 
FOR THE ONE 
PERSON 
WHO TRULY 
AND IT’S ~UNDER- 
UNLIKELY STOOD 
THAT HE WAS HIM, 
HOPING FOR 
ANYTHING IN 
RETURN. 
















AT THE VERY 
LEAST, THAT’S 
HOW SANSHIRG 
SEES HIM. 


O 
wilT’S MORE COURSE 
REALISTIC TO ue 
ASSUME THAT 
I DID INVENT 























STORY. | 
NO SUCH AW 
oe THING AS = ) === 
ANYONE WHAT I GAMI i | Oo Ay 


TOLD YOu, THEY -— 

PROBABLY fear 

ALTHOUGH — "SELieve. —t | 
I FIND ITHIGHLY “you, ir 





YOU'D TELL . CCC em (| 
ANYONE ABOUT Wc Gon 
YOUR PAST a in Rd i is = 
CRIMES. 1h Be cqatesy a) FESS 
an : : — 
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DID YOU 
REALLY 
NEED TO 

COME TELL 

ME ABOUT 
































WELL, AFTER 


THE MATTER HAD 


BEEN SETTLE 


IN SANSHIRG’S 
MIND, HE HAD 


ANOTHER FAV: 


TO ASK ME. 


ib 


ee i a 


mT 


val Ve 
| = 
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THEN WHY 
DID YOU 


ANSWERED TRACK ME 
DOWN? 


THE 
GUILLOTINE 
TSUKUMO- 
GAMI’S 
QUESTION— 
THAT SHOULD 
BE THE END 
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OR 






































eee ) 
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AREN’T ANY 
GUILLOTINES 
IN YOUR LUCKY 
CAT SERIES. 








EVEN KNOWING 
THAT NO ONE 
WOULD CONNECT 
A PICTURE LIKE 
THAT TO THE GIRL 
WHO LIVED IN THAT 
VILLAGE, I’M 
STILL SCARED. 


| I WANTED 
1 TO AVOID IT 


A as mucH as 


Y f= 
eo LE} 


KSJIRG 
HAD SEEN SO 
MANY OF YOUR 
PICTURES 
BEFORE YOU 
LEFT. 








I COULD. 





SEEING THE 
LUCKY CAT WITH 
THE GUILLOTINE 

AT KSJIRG’S 
HOUSE IS WHAT 
STARTED IT ALL 


BUT DOING 
THAT WOULD 
LINK TOO 
STRONGLY TO 
THE PAST YOU 
ABANDONED. 





THAT’S WHY 

YOU'VE BEEN 

AVOIDING IT, 
ISN‘T ITP 










YOUR ART J ( 
WITH LUCKY ° 
CATS NEXT é . 
TO UNLUCKY ‘ 
OBJECTS... 
HE SFUSINGR 
ais y ad PSELIDONYM, BLIT 
THOSE. BASED ON THE 


PICTURES YOU 
POSTED ON THE 
HE KNEW INTERNET AND THE 



























































































































































































































































































































































. THAT YOU JOBS YOU'VE 
WERE THE ACCEPTED, 
cae | ILLUSTRATOR 
\\i BEHIND THE 
= KOZUKI NAME. 






























































































































































































3 THIS TIME (I 
aS: Peet IT'S AN | ; S\N 
ce ELECTRIC a ? 






CHAIR, EH? 








omnes 





IT'S INCREDIBLE ~ 

THAT SHE CAN , 
COMBINE THESE ‘ 

UNSETTLING THEMES |. 


Ly 


\ i sn 
7 


























7 WITH THE LUCK- =} | 
Lh BRINGING CATS IN KX) F 
hw A SUCH BRILLIANT = KY 
COLORS. ‘ 



































I'M SURE 
SAYOKO-SAN 
WOULD LOVE TO 
DRAW YOU IF 
SHE COULD. 








—= =_ . os 
BUT STILL NO (s Ase 


GUILLOTINE, 


i 
IT'S UNFOR- \ \ Dy kis 
TUNATE, BUT -Z 

T THINK WE'RE 

JUST GOING 

TO HAVE TO 


SANSHIRS, 
TOO, WAS 
VERY DISAP- 
POINTED AT THE 
THOUGHT OF 
NEVER BEING 
PRESENTED TO 
THE WORLD IN 
ONE OF YOUR 
DRAWINGS. 


SANSHIRG 
LIKED YOUR 





I/LL GET THE 
SPECTRES 
TO MOVE THE 
PIECES TO 
EVEN MORE 
REMOTE 
PLACES. 


S 


ey = 
SANSHIRG 
SAID HE 
WOULD MAKE 
SUBTLE 
CHANGES IN 
«SOIT THE SHAPE 
WOULDN’T OF HIS 
MATCH THE BLADE... 
CUTS ON THE 
BONES. 







L on 
“Si > heey 
oe wen WN RIS ape Zs I) 
wa eg G YH] 
Ne Zu 





AND SO HE 
ASKED ME IF I 
WOULD CONVINCE 
YOU TO PLEASE 
DRAW A LUCKY 
CAT WITH A 
GUILLOTINE. 










FATHER’S 


AND 
IF SOMEBODY 
DOES FIND A PIECE, 
WE/LL STEAL IT 
BACK AND BURY IT 
SOMEWHERE ELSE |. 
BEFORE THEY CAN JG 
INVESTIGATE. 44 


XS 
« OMe, 
logs " Qe Wer 
ET OM 2 WIA. 
Sane ol i wv i 
ili Ii ip aN se oF 3 


NG eet. 1. men 














BEFORE THE 
POLICE CAME TO 
HIS MANSION, 
KSJIRG TOOK 
THE LUCKY CAT 
AWAY FROM 
THE GUILLOTINE 
AND PUT IT INA 
CLOSET. 


PREVENTING 
TOO MANY 
PEOPLE FROM 
SEEING THE 
OBJECTS 


STOPPING Hil | |\ TOGETHER... 
THEM FROM een 


CONNECTING 
THAT 
GUILLOTINE 
TO YOUR 
























THERE WAS 


























NEGED THA 
MURDER THAT 
w AND YOU GOT PEOPLE 
WERE INSPIRED TALKING 
TO ADD ANEW ABOUT GUIL- 
DRAWING TO LOTINES... 
YOUR LUCKY 
CAT SERIES. 















THAT 
ONLY HOP SHOULD 
YOU. 

THAT YOU Ou CONVINCE 
CONSIDER IT THE 
WITH A MORE 

POSITIVE 


OUTLOOK. 


YOU KNOW 
THAT—HOW 
CAN YOU 
HAVE THAT 


I HAVE NO 
FONDNESS 
FOR YOUR 
AND FATHER. 
SANSHIRSG 
DOESN’T 
WISH TO 
JUDGE YOU 
EITHER. 


HOW YOU 
DEAL WITH 
YOUR CRIME 
IS YOUR 
PROBLEM. 


WHAT 
ABOUT THE 
CRIME I 
COMMIT- 
TED? 


I AM NOT A 
DEFENDER 
OF THE LAW. 


MY ONLY : 
PURPOSE IS \'\" 
TO ENSURE 
THAT ORDER 

IS MAIN- 

TRAINED IN 
THIS WORLD. 





eae. BESIDES, 
THINK =\~ @ parsed 
Caice AND YOU KUR6- 


: rw: WANTED 
AS BAD A BA / socal an SENT Al FALL 


PERSONAS | ~~ We AMBULANCE *™ Grigg 


YOU SAY a ke AND GET 
YOU ARE. 7 Vee HELP, EVEN 
4 THOUGH YOU 
KNEW IT WAS 
TOO LATE. 
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SEE, KURSG- 

SENPAI IS 

IN PERFECT 
HEALTH. 
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HE WASN’T 

CARRYING 

ANYTHING 
BEFORE HE... 











SS) <s\Way _IF IT HAPPENS 
THAT SANSHIRG 






Ns : THE GUILLOTINE 
i & IS TAKEN IN AND 
nN “sy PUT ON DISPLAY 
wt DO SOMEWHERE... 
OPE \ re 
IM SURE GO pAS { as 
O PAY ES SAN 
HE WOULD yimaA aN 
LOVETO visil. {ZK Kk 
HELP YOU 7 
IF HE CAN. y 


BUT OF 
COURSE,I } 
UNDERSTAND IF ; 
YOU THINK THIS * 
IS ALLA BUNCH | 4 Wat 
OF HOGWASH. 








































































































































































































































































































YOU CAN’T } iad 
GO WRONG —_— \ Sel hay, A” ¥ 
TRUSTING SN 
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“ip fe 
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IT CAN’T 
POSSIBLY 
BE REAL/ 
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JIRO-SAN 
TO SEE! 
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OKAI TO 
HELP YOU 
DOWN THE 

MOUNTAIN 

















SHOULD 
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THEY DON’T | PARR “S(O 
APPRECIATE IT| Perch, © SKEW 
IF TEXPLOIT | Fatiey: | 
THEM TOO - “a 






THIS WILL [>= 
BE FINE. A 


BU I WONDER 
AND SHE IN COLD WHY SAYOKO- 
DIDN‘TEVEN Bioop. SAN KILLED 


A Ser HER FATHER 
ITHAPPENED. = 10 YEARS 4 
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N@) \ ry ‘ y me 


GIVING UP 
HER PAST. 


















SHE MUST bel | 
HAVE BEEN Jf) " 
ALONE IN HER aa > (i 








VILLAGE AND 


(\ atscHoot. Ay ti} \\ 
yA . 1 : | | oun 

ike ny Pa Loh " \ ‘ 
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SS 


P__* , 


———— 


I DIDN’T SEE 
MUCH POINT IN 
OPENING UP 
OLD EMOTIONAL 
WOUNDS, 


—— 


/ JUDGING | SOI 
FROM THE | MADE IT A 
FEW PIECES J POINT NOT 










we L SUSPECT 















| NS 47 ee ERTHER 
THAT WAS <= WAS ATTEMPT- 
SO INDECENT, ING TO DO 


I CAN’T EVEN 
LET THE WORDS 
DEFILE MY LIPS. 


SOMETHING 


O ots SOOOOOO 
COULDN/T Be Son es 
COME UP met es Sw 
WITH THAT 


oe YOURSELF? 













YOUR 
UPS GAVE 
STANDARDS 








MAIKES YOU 
ASSUME 
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But these days, the distinctive titles are easier to find in an internet 
search, and with simple titles, you run the risk of them getting mixed up 
with another title that has the same word in it. It’s a difficult balance. 


And as for the series’ original japanese) title, Invented Inference, | 
Came up with that at an early stage, along with the story itself. lt was 
concise and distinct, and it fit with the story, so l was satisfied with it. 
But now that it’s a manga and it just keeps going, | wish | could go back 
in time and tell my past self, “Don’t call it that. You can’t put ‘invented’ 
and ‘inference’ together, it just makes things complicated. Call it The 
Immortal Boy and the Little Rich Girl or The Invincible Kotoko lwanaga, 
or something else that makes it sound like a comedy, and then you won’t 
have people accusing it of not being a mystery.” 


Well, even if | could do that, it would cause a time paradox, and that 
would complicate things, too. 


A certain someone will be returning in the next volume, and we plan to 
return the story to the grander scheme of things. l hope that | can give 
it anew kind of twist, even for a mystery series. 


Well, | hope you will read the next volume. 
Kyo Shirodaira 


l’'m the author, Kyo Shirodaira. And this is Volume Nine. 
This will be the third volume that takes an episodic format. 
lt should be okay to read this volume even if you haven’t 
read the others. 


Now then, this volume has an episode entitled “Guillotine 
Sanshiro.” Titles really should be something that catch the 
reader’s eye, create a clear image of the contents or mood 
of the story, and leave an impression on the memory. 


lf | wait until after | write the story to come up with a title, 
then it gets pretty difficult. There have been many times 
when l’d agonize over it, and end up with something that 
has me going, “There might be something better, but this 
is the best | can do with the time Ll have.” That’s true of 
Volume Seven’s “What the Guardian Serpent Heard” and 
“Lucky Day at the Unagi Restaurant.” Sometimes | choose 
a title, and l end up thinking | might be surprisingly okay 
with exposing it to public scrutiny, but nothing | do can get 
rid of the feeling that l had just settled. 


Contrariwise, sometimes | think a story with a certain 
title could be interesting, and write that story based on 
the title, and in those cases, | never worry about that title 
later. “Guillotine Sanshir6” is one title | can get behind. 
But then | have a hard time coming up with a story that 
actually fits the title, and sometimes no matter how well 

it turns out, | wonder if there might be a more suitable 
Story for the title, so l really just can’t be satisfied. 


Also, when a title is too distinctive, or is weird for the sake 
of being weird, it can be overly aggressive, and readers 
will either love it or they’ll hate it. When l grow up, l want 
to be confident enough to use simple titles like The Cask, 
The Birds, Face, Wall, and The Rasp. 
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